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Trevor Lawrence 


Pro football player, " 
member of the all-star squad - 


FLAVORED WITH REAL НОМЕУ 


THE 

NIGHTTIME, 
SNIFFLING, 
SNEEZING, 
COUGHING, 
ACHING, 
STUFFV HEAD, 
SORE THROAT, 
FEVER, 
HONEY-LICIOUS, 


BEST SLEEP 
тата WITH A COLD, 


Minor Aches & Pains 


Nasal Congestion, Sinus Pressure f M Ë D | CI N E 


Sneezing, Runny Nose 
Cough 


READ EACH LABEL. USE AS DIRECTED. 
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. 


GREG NELSON 
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BAVOU BANK 


Thanks to top 

„МИ. earners like 
Flau'jae Johnson, 
LSU has become 
a preferred 
destination 

for athletes in 
“Women’s sports. 
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The college sports landscape is changing in ways big 
and small. We traveled the country to find out how 
Money bonded Michigan football BYMICHAELROSENBERG 
LSU is the NIL capital for women BY STEPHANIE APSTEIN 
A high school ОВ waits to cash in BY BRIAN BURNSED 


NIL 


NFL Like all NFL deals, Lamar Jackson’s contract is filled 
with numbers that can be hard to parse BY CONOR ORR 
The big names drive their own economies, creating 
value for anyone in their orbits BY STEPHEN CANNELLA 


What does an athletic disgrace like Northwestern’s 
hazing scandal cost a school? BYL.JON WERTHEIM 


Sports Illustrated has 
three covers this month. 
To buy cover reprints, 
go to sicovers.com 


A villager in India created a fake league to rip off 
bettors—but that was just the start BY SEAN WILLIAMS 
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ALY 1 
UNLEASHES 


HER DOG'S 
INNER CHAMPION 
WITH PRO PLAN 


The former gvmnast fuels 
her energetic dog with 
fine-tuned nutrition from 
Purina Pro Plan Sport. 


As an accomplished gvmnast, Alv 
Raisman knows peak performance is 
fueled by advanced nutrition. But when 
it comes to her adorable four-legged 
companion, Mylo, she also understands 
that providing the right nutrition is 
essential for unlocking his full potential 
and keeping him energetic, healthy, 

and ready for a lifetime of adventure. 


“Гме had a lot of conversations with 
Mylo's vet about what healthy nutrition 
looks like for a dog." Says Raisman. "A 
couple of things that they mentioned 
to me were good quality meat and 
grains in his diet, which is why l put 
him on Pro Plan Sport. Not only does 
he love the taste but it provides 
him with a lot of nutrition, strength, 
and stamina so he can stay very active 
and be on the go." 


After an illustrious career Raisman has 
continued to stay active— and takes 
Mylo along for the ride. "It was love at 
first sight," says Raisman. "I knew right 
away that we were supposed to be in 
each other's lives. And | always joke 

| don't remember anything before 

Mylo, because he just has been the 
best thing that ever happened to me." 
To stay active and healthy, Raisman 
enjoys long walks, yoga, and eating 


healthy — and so does Mylo. 
"When I do yoga, it's funny—he 
thinks it's playtime." Raisman says. 
"So he doesn't always let me do 
yoga. He kind of gets up, tries to 
like lick my face, kiss me, and Пе!!! 
try to step all over me— we're still 
working on that." 


The three-year-old beagle mix 
has boundless energy, agility, and 
intelligence—the hallmark traits of 
an athlete's best friend. Soon it 
became evident that Mylo needed 
specialized nutrition to support 
his active lifestyle. That's when 
Raisman discovered Purina Pro 
Plan Sport, a high-performance 
dog food tailored to support 
active dogs like Mylo with the 
right ingredients and a blend of 
protein, fat, and other nutrients. 


One of the key reasons Aly chose 
Purina Pro Plan Sport is its 
emphasis on real, high-quality 
ingredients. "When I was first 
introduced to Purina Pro Plan, 
| saw that the first ingredient 
was meat," says Raisman. “| 
think that really helps provide 
him with a lot of strength and 
stamina. He's very strong, and he 


PURINA 


has so much energy. | can see how 
much he loves it." 


She noticed that the food is made 
with real chicken as the primary 
ingredient, providing Mylo with the 
necessary protein to support his 
strong muscles and keep him ready 
for any adventure that comes his 
way. The formula is crafted to help 
support healthy joints, ensuring that 
Mylo can keep up with his active 
lifestyle without any hindrance. Pro 
Plan Sport offers a wide range of 
high-performance formulas tailored 
to dogs' life stage and activity level. 
That means Mylo can get the advanced 
nutrition he needs from puppyhood 
through his senior years. And 
whether he's training hard or simply 
playing hard. These customized 
options ensure that every dog, like 
every athlete, can have a personalized 
nutrition plan. 


Aly Raisman's journey with Mylo and 
Purina Pro Plan Sport exemplifies 

the importance of proper nutrition in 
unlocking a dog's full potential and 
treating her four-legged friend like the 
champion he is. 
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STARTS HERE 


Strength and stamina out there 


start with high-performance nutrition in here. 


| Optimizes Охудеп 
30% Protein в 2096 Fat t ; 
ی ره‎ he О, Metabolism (МО, Мах) 


Maintain Lean 6 
for Increased Stamina 


Learn more at ProPlanSport.com 
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TELE Y МАТСН THE SREORTISGBAMBLING САМОЗСАРЕ, ОМ TELE НОМТ БОВ 
ANYTHING AMISS. BUT CAN THEY САТСН EVERYTHING? 


| BY Г. JON WERTHEIM ILLUSTRATION BY DAVIDE BARCO 


| 


GARY COSBY JR./TUSCALOOSA NEWS/USA TODAY NETWORK 


S IF THE inherent home 

court/field advantage 

weren't enough of a 
factor ... when a visiting college 
team is late arriving to a venue—say, 
missing a pregame shootaround— 
it's not just a huge inconvenience. 
It's a huge indication of the outcome. 
Over the past two years in college 
football and basketball, a team that 
is late arriving to a game is 0-13 
against both the first-half and 
full-game spread. While this might 
be a fun fact for the average sports 
fan, it is valuable information, 
potential gold, for the sports bettor. 

Last February the Missouri 
men’s basketball team traveled to 
Mississippi State. The Tigers were 
17-5 at the time. Aboard the team 
plane, the traveling party learned 
that mechanical difficulties would 
delay the trip. While the news 
elicited groans from the back of the 
cabin, it also triggered action. 

Half a country away, Matt Holt 
and his team in Henderson, Nev., 
received a tip-off call from a sports 
gambling fund. Holt is CEO of 
U.S. Integrity, a self-described 
“game integrity, fraud prevention, 
sports betting, compliance firm." 
Subsidized by dozens of clients 
ranging from leagues to college 
conferences to individual teams, 
U.S. Integrity monitors irregularities 
in the sports betting market. 

The group contacted Holt and 
reported an unusual amount of 
money suddenly coming in on the 
underdog Bulldogs. Holt called 
the SEC. The conference called 
the schools. Missouri confirmed 
that there had been a mechanical 
issue. “Вш the [athletic director] 
was confused," recalls Holt. ^He 
said, “The pilot just made the 
announcement six minutes ago. " 

Holt speculates that someone on 
the flight or in the control tower 
acted on the information. The 


Bulldogs beat the first-half spread 
and then won the game, 63-52. 
While authorities determined that 
voiding bets wasn't warranted, for 
Holt, it confirmed just how quickly 
information spreads. And how 
resourceful bettors can be. 


IN 2018, the Supreme Court 
effectively overturned the 
Professional and Amateur Sports 
Protection Act, opening the 
door for states to legalize sports 
wagering. After the landmark 
decision, attention turned to 
enforcement and monitoring. 

But efforts to oversee activity 
at the federal level—including a 
bipartisan Senate bill backed by 
Charles Schumer and Orrin Hatch 
that would have created a national 
monitor—have failed, in part due to 
the state-by-state balkanization of 
sports wagering. Of the 38 states 
that permit it, each has its own 
permutations: Age requirements 
vary, as do the legality of mobile 
betting and wagering on college. 

Instead, monitoring has ended 
up in the private sector, which 


EASYOUT 

Catching Bohannon, the 
Bama baseball coach, was a 
can of corn, but Holt wonders 
whether more difficult cases 
are going undetected. 


comes with its own set of problems. 
Some companies, for instance, 
monitor betting activity on behalf 
of leagues, while at the same time 
selling data to bookmakers to help 
set lines. As such, they are self- 
policing perhaps for the public 
good, but also to protect their own 
business interests. “Betting line 
integrity monitoring is certainly an 
important aspect of a legal regulated 
sports betting ecosystem,” says 
Ryan Rodenberg, a professor in the 
department of sport management 
at Florida State who specializes in 
sports gambling. “However, those 
doing the monitoring are largely 
private entities that are beholden to 
their corporate partners.” 

U.S. Integrity, however, is 
independent. Though it is a private, 
for-profit business, it doesn’t traffic 
in data, doesn’t take bets and doesn’t 
sell risk-management services. Its 
revenue comes from sports and 
gambling clients buying what Holt 
calls “a front-end alerting system,” 
basically a first line of defense 
against corruption. Clients include 
the NBA, MLB, PGA Tour, SEC, 

Big 12 and major sportsbooks. 

In an office awash in monitors, 
Holt and his team of 26 employees 
track betting data and odds in 
real time. Sometimes the system 
identifies abnormal or suspicious 
activity—a sudden jump in a line or 
counterintuitive bets. Sometimes a 
tip will come anonymously from a 
sportsbook or social media. Then 
the suspicious activity is flagged by 
an analyst. Holt says this tends to 
happen three or four times a week. 

The analysts quickly investigate 
further, pulling more data or 
contacting the sportsbook directly. 
In about half the cases, the suspicion 
is doused by a plausible explanation. 
In the other half, the investigation 
rises to an “alert” level, at which 
point U.S. Integrity notifies state 
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regulators and local operators. 
Regulators must typically respond 
within hours to basic questions: Did 
you accept wagering on this event? 
Did you see similar activity? Those 
forms are sent to investigative 
bodies (sometimes including the 
FBI). In most cases operators stop 
taking bets. If the game has started, 
payouts may be suspended. 

Consider a ticktock from April. 

A bettor later identified as Bert Neff 
of Indianapolis approached the 
window of the BetMGM Sportsbook 
in Cincinnati's Great American 

Ball Park. There, Neff reportedly 
attempted to bet more than 
$100,000 on LSU to beat Alabama 
in a baseball game that night, 
according to sources familiar with 
the wager. Why would someone in 
Ohio place that big a bet on an SEC 
game in a low-volume betting sport, 
a matchup that had yet to attract a 
single wager on FanDuel? 

The book contacted U.S. Integrity, 
which, in minutes, confirmed the 
irregular activity. U.S. Integrity 
then issued an alert regarding 
"suspicious wagering activity" on 
the game. The Ohio Casino Control 
Commission promptly instructed 
the state's licensed sportsbooks to 
take Bama-LSU off the board. Other 
states and national books followed. 

Within hours, a deeper 
investigation commenced. Security 
footage had captured Neff, as he 
made the bet, texting with Alabama 
baseball coach Brad Bohannon. 
(Having scratched their starting 
pitcher with back tightness, the 
Tide lost the game, 8-6.) Within 
a week, Alabama fired Bohannon. 
(Efforts by SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
to reach Bohannon and Neff have 
been unsuccessful.) 

This was the equivalent of a lazy 
pop-up or a gimme putt. It is not 
often a suspicious bettor brings his 
phone into a sportsbook showing 
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his real-time communication with 
one of the coaches of the game in 
question. Most investigations are 
more sophisticated. So are most 
circumstances that trigger alerts. 

^We need to work with . . . the 
operators to get this information," 
Holt says. “Guys that usually bet $50 
a game on baseball, now they want 
to bet $20,000 on the first set in a 
tennis match? Whoa. Or a betting 
account has been dormant, and now 
a guy wants to deposit $25,000 and 
bet it all on an esports match?" 


WHEN THE floodgates for sports 
betting burst open five years ago, 
there was much hand-wringing 
about the potential for corruption by 
athletes. There have been a handful 
of these instances. Allegations of 
match-fixing still dog low-level 
tennis. After he allegedly bet on 
league games and made prop 


MOST INCIDENTS INVOLVING SUSPICIOUS 


in professional sports are such 
that, leaving morals aside, athletes 
would be acting irrationally if they 
were to risk their jobs to make a 
few extra bucks. (He adds that, at 
the college level, NIL functions 
similarly, providing athletes with 
income as well as incentive to 
avoid reputational damage.) 

The majority of incidents 
involving suspicious betting and 
corrupt behavior have come from 
those who are “athlete-adjacent”— 
referees, umpires, officials, figures 
possessing insider information or 
the ability to influence results. 

“Two things that would keep me 
up at night: number one, the sports 
that use subjective scorekeepers for 
things like tracking rebounds and 
assists,” Rodenberg says. “[They] 
hold immense power, with all the 
prop bets out there. Then, second, 
the athletic training intern who 


BETTING HAVE COME NOT FROM PLAYERS BUT 
FROM THOSE WHO ARE ۸۱۴۲۴۰ 


bets involving teammates, Colts 
cornerback Isaiah Rodgers Sr. was 
suspended by the NFL, and Indy 
subsequently waived him. Other 
NFL players have been suspended 
for placing bets on team property, 
often caught by integrity monitors 
and state agencies via geolocations. 
Still other times athletes innocently 
reveal information, such as injury 
reports, that is then used by others 
within earshot less than innocently. 
But overall, there is scant 
evidence that athletes are 
undermining competition or 
consorting with dark forces. 
Rodenberg suggests that salaries 


might barely know how to tape 
an ankle but is privy to all this 
information about injuries. They 
possess valuable information that 
can be sold as a commodity.” 

Earlier this year, a Reddit poster 
noted curious decisions made by the 
Grizzlies’ official scorer, particularly 
with respect to Jaren Jackson Jr.’s 
generous defensive stats. As 
speculation mounted, Caesars 
took its Defensive Player of the 
Year betting options off the books. 
While an investigation eventually 
vindicated the scorer, the incident 
laid bare the vulnerability of one 
person making subjective decisions. 
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MATT BUSH/USA TODAY SPORTS 


FLY OF THE TIGERS 


Despite his high-profile wins, 
Holt is doing no victory laps. “My 
fear is that we’re only catching the 
easy ones,” he says. “And there’s 
been a lot of easy ones lately. But I 
don’t think we’re catching as many 
sophisticated ones as we should.” 

What would improve detection? 
“Regulations aren’t as consistent 
across the board,” he says. “If we 


had every state with the same 
guidelines, every book has to 

share data in real time.... Then 
suddenly we're able to, in real time, 
identify more.” 

Which returns us to Schumer and 
Hatch’s failed uniform federal law 
and its government-run monitor. As 
with many questions of public vs. 
private, Holt argues the advantage 
of a private company comes with 
innovation and the ability to keep 
up with trends. “Private companies 
build better technology faster than 
government agencies,” he says. 

Rodenberg does not disagree but 
says there are trade-offs: “I have 


no doubt that private operators 
have better data sets and better 
technology and, frankly, probably 
better statistical acumen to detect 
this kind of stuff. But they also have 
a partnership and a contractual 
obligation to report those things to 
their customers as opposed to the 
FBI and state regulators.” 

In other words, even a group 
like U.S. Integrity—which keeps 
its nose clean from odds-making— 
eventually has its bread buttered by 
the industry. In the absence of any 
other neutral monitor, all fans can 
do is hope that Holt’s agency lives 
up to its name. 0 
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FALL MEANS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
ROAD TRIPS, AND THERE’S NO 
REASON YOURS CAN’T INCLUDE A 
ROUND DR TWO. HERE ARE SOME OF 
THE BEST COLLEGE COURSES 
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UNIVERSITY DF GEORGIA 
GOLF COURSE Athens, Ga. 


The home of the Bulldogs' golf 
teams (above) is a 55-year-old 


Robert Trent Jones Sr. design that 


tumbles through heaving, tree- 
studded terrain for 7,258 yards. 
Typical of RTJ courses, the 
layout serves up deep bunkers 
and aerial approaches. 
Bombing it like former Dawg 
Bubba Watson would be helpful 
to carry the upslopes in the 
fairways, but if three-putting's 
your problem, blame Carolina 
grad Davis Love III, whose 
design firm recontoured the 
greens in 2006. 


Top home draw: Nov. 11 vs. Ole Miss 
Lane Kiffin, who led the Rebels 
to a 7-0 start before fizzling 
last year, is fighting history: 
Ole Miss hasn't won in Athens 
since 1996. 


Best side trip: Reynolds Lake 
Oconee—34 miles south of 
Athens—sports cottages, condos, 
villas, a Ritz-Carlton property 
and five championship resort 
courses, including the lakeside 
Great Waters. It is a handsome 
1992 Jack Nicklaus creation that 
was refurbished in 2019. 
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We partnered with Sam Rvder 
because he's a great golfer. 


Ok, his name didn't hurt either. 


Some partnerships just work. Teaming up with Ryder makes it easy. For supply 
chain, dedicated transportation and fleet management solutions to keep your 
business moving, there's one name to remember. 


Sam Ryder 
Tour Professional 


(C Hy 
GC Ever better.” 
SUPPLY CHAIN | DEDICATED TRANSPORTATION | FLEET MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS 


Learn more at ryder.com/ryder | | i ħall | 2) Те 
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JIMMIE AUSTIN GOLF CLUB 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OKLAHOMA Norman, Okla. 


Brawny at 7,452 yards, par-72 yet 


strategically compelling, with 
bold bunkers and Bishop Creek 
in play on multiple holes, this 
1951 Perry Maxwell creation 

has been updated twice, most 
recently by architect Tripp Davis, 
an All-American member of OU’s 
1989 NCAA championship- 
winning team. Davis lauds the 
course’s proximity to the football 
stadium; if you play in the fall, 
you can hear the band practicing 
for its Saturday performance. 
“When you hear ‘Boomer Sooner, 
it’s pretty inspiring,” he says. 


Top home draw: Oct. 21 vs. UCF 

After a trip to the AAC title 
game last year, the Knights have 
moved up to the Big 12. 


Best side trip: If you want to take in 
OU’s biggest game, that would 
be in Dallas, the neutral site 

of the Red River Showdown 
against Texas. While there, 
check out PGA Frisco. The new 
home of the PGA of America 
has two full courses, a two- 
acre putting course known as 
The Dance Floor and a splendid 
Omni hotel on-site. 
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WARREN GOLF COURSE AT 
UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME 
South Bend, Ind. 


Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw 
built the course 23 years ago 

in the shadow of Notre Dame’s 
Golden Dome. Partly treed but 
mostly open, the 7,020-yard, 
par-71 layout is notorious for 

its small, undulating greens. 

“As tough to putt as I’ve 
experienced,” said Tom Watson 
ahead of the 2019 U.S. Senior 
Open contested at Warren. To no 
one’s surprise, the senior circuit’s 
best putter, Steve Stricker, ran 
away with the title. 


Top home draw: Oct. 14 vs. USC 

The greatest intersectional 
rivalry in college football takes 
place in South Bend when the 
Irish and the Trojans compete 
for the Jeweled Shillelagh trophy. 
Expect a shootout. 


Best side trip: In the southwestern 
portion of the Hoosier State sits 
tiny French Lick (pop. 1,739). 
It’s Larry Bird’s hometown, 
and its biggest attraction 

is the French Lick Resort, 
where you can play courses 
that hosted the 2015 Senior 
PGA Championship and the 
1924 PGA Championship. 


UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN GOLF COURSE 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Designed in 1931 by 

Alister MacKenzie of Augusta 
National and Cypress Point 
fame, Michigan’s 6,730-yard, 
par-71 spread features topsy- 
turvy terrain, elevated greens 
and a heart-of-campus location, 
in full view of the Big House. 
The magic of MacKenzie and his 
design partner Perry Maxwell is 
on full display at the 537-yard, 
par-5 3rd hole, where the 

wild green contours vex even 
proficient putters. 


Top home draw: Oct. 14 vs. Indiana 
Late November, when the 
Buckeyes come calling, is 
well past prime golf season in 
Ann Arbor, so your best bet in 
October is a mid-month date 
with the Hoosiers. 


Best side trip: Northern Michigan 
(aka “America’s Summer Golf 
Capital”) also appeals in early 
autumn. Any trip in that 
direction starts with Boyne Golf 
and its three resort properties, 
including The Highlands, where 
architecture geeks gravitate 
toward the Donald Ross 
Memorial course. D 
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45 or older? 

Ask your doctor 
about colon cancer 
screening. It could 
save your life. 


ще Providence 


je 


Stand Up To Cancer is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. 


will.i.am 
Stand Up To Cancer 
Ambassador 
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ATHLETES ARE TURNING TO 
BREATHING COACHES 


Е » BV JAMIE ۱ 


HEREEN VUSUFF knows what vou're 
Ө envisioning when vou hear the term 

breathwork. *Most people think: meditation, 
relaxation, sitting in a corner in silence," she says. 
"That's all important, but I work in the domain of 
performance enhancement." 

A petroleum engineer for nearly two decades, Yusuff 
rerouted her career path in 2016 and now works with 
elite athletes across various sports, including Knicks 
power forward Julius Randle. While many people seek 
out breathing tips and tricks to support better sleep or 
reduce anxiety, Yusuff teaches her clients to harness the 
power of breath to impact cellular health and increase 
the body's psychological and physical resilience. She says 
her work also taps into the mental and spiritual areas of 
sports, 'crossing into the arena of the supernatural." 

“It’s almost like you have to believe in something 
that is even beyond уоп,” she says. 

A two-time All-Star, Randle, 28, underwent 
arthroscopic surgery on his left ankle in June but is 
expected to return for training camp after averaging 
25.1 points, 10.0 rebounds and 4.1 assists last season 
while shooting 45.996 overall. ^I feel like your prime is 
when your mental and physical kind of meet. Physically, 
I feel like this is going to be my best year," Randle 
said in August as a guest on The Shop: Uninterrupted. 
“Mentally I feel like I've taken a tremendous step 
because Гуе had to slow all the way down.” 

The exact makeup of Yusuff's sessions varies based 
on the individual, but her overall physiological approach 
is rooted in two well-known breathing techniques. The 
first is the Wim Hof method, which typically combines 
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specialized breathing with cold therapy to strain the 
nervous system and activate hormesis, a biological 
principle holding that small doses of stressful stimuli 
can produce beneficial health effects. This involves 
forced, controlled hyperventilation—think 30 to 40 deep, 
rhythmic inhales and exhales—followed by a period of 
holding your breath for as long as possible. 

The second school of thought, Oxygen Advantage, 
was created by Patrick McKeown and focuses on breath- 
holding techniques that are designed to increase the 
body's carbon dioxide tolerance. Hypoxia, or oxygen 
suppression, causes the respiratory system to make 
adaptations, which can in turn boost the delivery 
of oxygen to your cells and improve fitness. Yusuff 
compares it to the body's recovery response to exercise: 
“It’s like when you start lifting weights, there are tiny 
tears that take place in your muscles, but over time your 
muscles heal and you get stronger." 

For Randle (below), the ultimate goal is to achieve a 
state of breath independence while he's competing on 
the court—that is, associating breathing patterns to the 
nervous system so that they become a part of who he is, 
Yusuff says. That way, no matter what physical situation 
Randle is in, he can perform his best without thinking 
about how to breathe during specific movements. 

“If you really tweak the way you breathe, it can 
actually become а superpower,” Yusuff says. о 
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GET CRACKIN’ WITH PROTEIN POWER. 


With all nine essential amino acids and 
six grams of protein in every 1oz. serving, 
Wonderful Pistachios is a real snack-time goal. 
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IT WAS ALL A BREA SCHEME 


NEW DOCUMENTARY | max 
STREAMING AUG 23 | 


FRAUD WAY 


A NEW FILM EXAMINES A 
TROUBLING DECEPTION 


BS HIGH оп НВО, streaming on Max 
WATCH In August 2021, Bishop Sycamore High’s 

football team got thumped by IMG Academy 

58-0 in a game televised on ESPN. During 
the broadcast, it became clear that something was amiss 
with the Columbus, Ohio, school, which boasted a roster 
of Division I prospects. A little digging revealed that 
Bishop Sycamore wasn’t even a real school. BS High drills 
down on the scam, allowing former coach Roy Johnson— 
who describes himself as the “most honest liar that I 
know'—to justify his actions. (Spoiler: He doesn’t pull it 
off.) It’s a fascinating rumination on the pervasiveness of 
money in sports. It’s a captivating exposé of a scam. But 
above all, it’s heartbreaking. — Mark Bechtel 


GAMEPLAN: THE SMART FAN'S GUIDE TO RIGHT NOW 


UNEQUAL 
OPPORTUNITY 


E EN | FAIR PLAY: HOW 
ии SPORTS SHAPE THE 
ma me men GENDER DEBATES 
FA | R by Katie Barnes 
It's hard to follow 
sports lately without 
si А wondering who, 
HOW SPORTS SHAPE exactly, has access 
THE GENDER DEBATES 
KATIE BARNES to them. More than 
20 states have banned 
transgender girls and/or women from 
competing alongside cisgender girls and 
women in publicly funded school sports. 
Some have banned trans boys and men. 
And several world governing bodies 
have recently placed severe restrictions 
on trans and intersex women as wall. 
But debates over gender in sports 
are nothing new. In Fair Plav, ESPN 
journalist Katie Barnes carefully 
unpacks the decades of history behind 
how legislators and athletic officials 
have constructed today's largely 
exclusionarv landscape. Even more 
important, Barnes, who incorporates 
their own nonbinary perspective into 
their debut book, paints full, vibrant 
pictures of trans athletes at all levels. 
The inclusion of these competitors' 
hopes and dreams and joy, not just the 
pain sports can bring, is most welcome. 
Where Barnes shines brightest is in 
their analysis of a path forward to make 
sports more inclusive while retaining 
fairness (to the extent we can figure out 
what fairness means, anyway). Think of 
Barnes as your sportv friend who also 
happens to be able to parse what things 
like testosterone levels actually mean 
and why you should or shouldn't care. 
It's a thorny subject, to be sure, but they 
won't let you down. —Julie Kliegman 
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FACES гу тне CROWD 


SOPHIA 
RODRIGUEZ 


» Sport: Track and Field 
» Birthplace: La Porte, Texas 
» Date of Birth: Oct. 12, 2008 


« IT’S BEEN a whirlwind 2023 for 
Sophia Rodriguez: In February she 
clocked her first sub-five-minute 
mile, and the video of her run 


LADARION LOCKETT » Sport: Wrestling » Hometown: Stillwater, ۰ NOMINATE NOW 


To submit a candidate 
for Faces in the Crowd, 
email faces@si.com. 


LaDarion, a junior at Stillwater High, won gold in the 71-kg 
freestyle event at the U-17 World Championships in Istanbul, 
defeating Seyedabolfazl Hosseini of Iran in the final. The state 
champ outscored his five opponents 42-1 in the tournament. 


MIRIAM SHEEHAN » Sport: Swimming » Hometown: Dubuque, lowa 


Sheehan, a freshman at NC State, won the 100-meter backstroke title at the Iowa 
Swimming Long Course Championships in July, breaking the Puerto Rican national 
record with a time of 1:01.70. The 19-year-old, who competed for Puerto Rico in the 
Tokyo Summer Games, also holds national long course records in the 50 fly and 100 fly. 


JONATHAN SIMMS » Sport: Track and Field.» Hometown: Allen, Texas 


Jonathan, a junior sprinter at Allen High, ran 45.12 in the 400-meter dash at the 

AAU Junior Olympics, winning the 15-18 age division and breaking the U-16 world record 
by .02 seconds. He also took the 15-16 age division title in the 800 and placed first in the 
400 at both the Nike Outdoor Nationals and BA state championships earlier this year. 


later. In June she set a personal best 
in the mile at a race in St. Louis and 
flew the next day for another meet 
in West Chester, Pa., where she then 
set her second U-14 world record—a 
16:22.30 in the 5,000 meters. 

^| put my heart into that [5K] 
race," she says. ^Once I crossed the 
line, it was the best feeling ever." 

In August, Sophia's father 
took a new job, and the family 
relocated from Pennsylvania to 


amassed more than 1.5 million 
views. Then she broke the 
44-year-old U-14 world record in 
the two mile (10:20.68) one month 
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the Seattle area. She is a freshman 
at Mercer Island High, where she 
runs cross-country with her older 
sister, Victoria. --Пап Falkenheim 
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Mornings on the links. 
Afternoons on the water. 
Evenings around the table. 


THAT'S THE RHYTHM OF REYNOLDS. 
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REVNOLDS 


LAKE OCONEE 


Revnolds Lake Oconee has a unique cadence all its own. The waterfront 
golf communitv is home to six championship courses, TavlorMade club 
fitting and instruction at the legendarv Kingdom, and Members from 
across the countrv. Just east of Atlanta, Revnolds boasts an inspiring 
mix of clubs and restaurants, and one of the only lakefront Ritz-Carlton® 
resorts in the world. Here, pastimes become passions, and neighbors 
quickly become lifelong friends. 


BOOK YOUR LIFESTYLE VISIT to experience our 
community firsthand. Stays include golf, boat rental 
and a private real estate tour, with preferred rates in a 
cottage or at The Ritz-Carlton', starting at $349/night. 


REYNOLDSLAKEOCONEE.COM/SI 
(866) 502.5030 
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A CREATIVE CONS. AND THE NIL REVOLUTION HAS CREATED A NEW GENERATION 
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Trevor Keegan 


Blake Corum 


i РАНИ 


Purists feared that NIL would corrupt athletes and splinter 


MAKE А CFP CONTENDER STRONGER 


Photograph by CLAY PATRICK McBRIDE 
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he Michigan football program is where NIL fears go to die. 
Surely, when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled two years ago 
that college athletes could monetize their names, images 
and likenesses, you heard the alarms. Fans fretted that 
players would play for only money instead of their schools. 
Some coaches around the country worried endorsement 
deals would divide locker rooms between NIL haves and 
have-nots. Others wondered whether college kids would 
keep grinding if they were already making a fortune. 
Administrators implied that the ruling would completely 
decouple football teams from their universities. 


RICH GRAESSLE/ICON 6 IMAGES 


NIL has made Michigan plavers richer, 
of course. It has also made the program 
better. Rather than fraving the team's 
culture, NIL has reinforced it. In the past 
two vears, the Wolverines have plaved 
harder, with a hvperfocus on team per- 
formance. Thev have grown closer. Their 
bonds with one another and the fan base 
have strengthened. 

Since the Supreme Court ruling, 
Michigan has won back-to-back Big Ten 
championships and earned berths in the 
past two College Football Playoffs. It has 
done so by fitting a blue-collar approach 
into a flash-and-cash era. The best play- 
ers get the most playing time and the 


Un the field, Zinter 
(65) and Keegan (77) 
help Corum (2) build 
his brand; off the field, 
the RB works hard to 
spread the wealth to 
his O-linemen. 


most endorsement money. Seniors show 
freshmen how to succeed in the Big Ten 
and in marketing. Stars look out for the 
lesser-known. The offense is built around 
a power run game, players routinely out- 
perform their recruiting rankings and, 
while individuals can make big money, 
the team still comes first. 

A school that was reluctant to dive into 
the NIL world has thrived in it—thanks 
in part to a star who recognizes who ben- 
efits from the system and who doesn't. 
LAKE CORUM was a rising 
B sophomore when Ше U.S. 
— MÀ Supreme Court issued its rul- 
ing in NCAA v. Alston in June 2021. He 
did the math quickly. “The way I look at 
NIL—for our team, and just in general— 
is: Usually the most marketable guys are 
the guys that are scoring the touch- 
downs, right?" the running back says. 
“When NIL kicked off, Tm like, АП right, 
I'm gonna have a great chance because 
I'm the one scoring. ' 

Corum has scored 31 touchdowns 
since Alston came down. Now, after 
rushing for 952 and 1,463 yards in 
the past two seasons, he is a Heisman 
candidate with a growing investment 
portfolio. He bought two rental proper- 
ties in his home state of Virginia and 
invested in an apartment complex in 
Michigan to *make sure I have that cash 
flow coming in on a regular basis." As 
he points out: “А lot of kids leave college, 
and they don't have any money. They 
just have debt.” 
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Corum has struck at least a dozen 
NIL deals, including partnerships with 
Bose, Subway, the National Guard and 
Wolverine boots. He blends the prag- 
matism of a smart businessperson with 
the idealism of a college student. He 
declines to share his exact income but 
says he is in “the 1 percent'—a nod to 
the Occupy Wall Street movement and an 
indication that he has income inequal- 
ity on his mind. (A Michigan resident 
would need to earn roughly $480,000 
to be in the top 196 of state earners.) He 
raises money for various charities and 
donated 300 turkeys to local families 
last Thanksgiving. 

Corum's reaction to the NIL revolu- 
tion two years ago was correct. And yet, 
what really separates him is his second 
thought: A system that rewards the guys 
who score touchdowns could neglect 
the guys who don't. 'T understood it 
right away," Corum says. *You watch 
the commercials with NFL players; it's 
always quarterbacks. You might get 
Marshawn Lynch here and there. You 
never see the offensive line. You really 
hardly ever see defensive players, unless 
you're a Jalen Ramsey or something." 

This perverts the economic values 
of modern football. The NFL no longer 
sees star running backs as an essential 
component of winning (page 54). The 
current franchise-tag value for the posi- 
tion, $10.09 million, is the lowest in the 
sport outside of kickers and punters; 
the tag number for offensive linemen 
is $18.24 million. In a pay-for-play sys- 
tem with a salary cap, Michigan would 
devote heavy resources to its offen- 
sive line, which has won back-to-back 
Joe Moore Awards as the nation's best. 
But NIL is based not on gridiron ana- 
lytics but on celebrity, marketability 
and visibility—generally not core attri- 
butes of those who toil on the O-line. 
And so Corum's earnings potential in 
college football far surpasses that of 
his linemen. 

That is the kind of conflict some 
coaches feared. But Michigan guard 
Trevor Keegan says, “Blake is probably 
the most down-to-earth, least selfish 
human being I’ve ever met.” Sometimes 
Corum uses his stature to redirect busi- 
ness: *If a deal comes to me and I say, 


FROM LEFT: CLAY PATRICK MCBRIDE; COURTESY OF VALIANT MANAGEMENT GROUP 


“Т don't want that deal,’ I might ask 
[for] someone else: 'Hev, would it be 
possible if I asked him? Can he have the 
deal?' I try my best to help some other 
guys put some cheese in their pocket." 

Last December, Corum and fellow run- 
ning back Donovan Edwards (who has 
had deals with NASCAR and his own 
NFT) each left cash gifts for the offensive 
linemen in their lockers. Quarterback 
JJ. McCarthy (Bose, Dunkin' and Topps, 
among others) gave them AirPods Max 
headphones, which retail for $500. But 
Corum says he generally does not hand 
money to teammates: “I don't say, Here's 
$1,000, ” As Keegan says, “I don't think 
many guys on the team would be com- 
fortable with that." 

Corum prefers a more polished form 
of largesse: “If we're out, РП put my card 


e Delayed Jump = 2 SS > > — 
Une factor in Corum's decision 
to forgo the draft and spend 
another year in school: 
endorsement income that makes 
waiting for the NFL worthwhile. 


The athletes with the 
top high school and 


college NIL valuations 
(As measured by On3) 


BRONNV JAMES 
OLIVIA DUNNE 
ARGH MANNING 
CALEB WILLIAMS 
BONIX 

. ANGEL REESE 
TRAVIS HUNTER 
DRAKE MAYE 

9. SHEDEUR SANDERS 


10.J.J. MCCARTHY 


П. MARVIN HARRISON JR. 


12. JORDAN TRAVIS 


15. BRYCE JAMES 


14. HANSEL ENMANUEL 


15. QUINN EWERS 


Rankings as of Aug. 22 


out: Y'all care if I pay?" Yes, picking up 
the tab is a new form of leadership in 
college sports. With one tap of his credit 
card, Corum eases the financial burden 
on his teammates, shows them he is a 
team player and provides an example 
of what they can become, with a caveat. 

“You have to work for it,” Corum says 
of NIL money at Michigan. *Nothing's 
given. Nothing's handed out. And I think 
that's the way it should be." 


for Michigan football in part 

because it started so slowly. 
After the Alston ruling, with little guid- 
ance from the NCAA, Michigan was 
extremely cautious (in the school’s tell- 
ing) or flat-footed (in critics’ minds). 

There were widespread, mostly 
unconfirmed rumors of schools luring 
recruits with massive NIL deals, notably 
when Alabama coach Nick Saban said 
Texas A&M “bought every player on 
their team." (Saban later apologized.) 
Michigan's administration was so wary 
of NIL deals being used as a recruiting 
inducement that the school took almost 
a year to announce it would officially 
embrace the fundraising collectives that 
had sprouted up around the country. 

This approach may have cost Michigan 
in recruiting. But it helped avoid fric- 
tion with players who were already in 
Ann Arbor. “Му initial worry probably 
was that you pay a freshman that just 
came in a bunch of money coming out of 
school, and you got juniors and seniors 
that have been here, actually playing, 
who didn't get anything," right guard 
Zak Zinter says. “But luckilv, and thank- 
fully, Michigan took a different approach 
and didn't really do it that way." 

Like most traditional powerhouses, 
Michigan has long taken pride in mak- 
ing freshmen earn their way to the top. 
Paying them up front, through NIL 
deals or under-the-table payments, 
can improve a team's talent pool, but it 
causes other problems. It can make older 
players resentful, just as NFL veterans 
bristle when an untested draft pick signs 
a massive first contract. It's also against 
NCAA rules to make NIL commitments 
as part of the recruiting process. That 
means most NIL promises are oral and 


T HE NIL ERA has gone so well 


unspecific, not written, so nobody gets 
caught—and that means the promises 
are not enforceable. 

^| have a lot of friends from different 
schools and different programs where 
they're getting promised money up front, 
whether it's the [transfer] portal or in 
recruiting, and when they get to the pro- 
gram, they're just not getting what they 
were told," Keegan says. “That's causing 
alot of problems in other locker rooms." 

Corum says he has friends at other 
schools who tell similar stories: “They’d 
never signed anything, so therefore, they 
didn't get it.” Those programs end up 
with upperclassmen who feel unappre- 
ciated and newcomers who feel stiffed. 
In an era of rampant player movement, 
those teams can implode quickly. 
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more likely to drop out of college than 
those from high-income families; allowing 
athletes to earn money beyond their schol- 
arships could keep them in school longer. 

It also helps make teams better. In 
January, Valiant Management Group, 
which works with Corum, launched 
the One More Year Fund, an athletic- 
department-sanctioned collective that 
crowdsources donations for an NIL 
fund intended to keep Michigan ath- 
letes from leaving before their eligibility 


If NIL is primarily a way for the most 
successful athletes to capitalize on their 
achievements, though, then it enhances a 
team's competitive culture. For a century, 
coaches have promised kids that if they 
worked hard, stayed out of trouble and 
kept their grades up, they would ulti- 
mately be rewarded—in school, in the 
pros or in life. But it took years for players 
to reach those pots of gold. NIL shrinks 
the rainbow. Elite college athletes have 
money to gain or lose every day. 

Time spent consummating NIL deals 
can absolutely distract players from 
academics. But NIL could still ultimately 
improve graduation rates for athletes. 
Among the general population, students 
from low-income backgrounds are far 


In the NFL, D- line studs like 
Zinter (left) and Keegan (right) 
are often valued more highly 
than the running backs who 
rule the NIL market. 


expires. Without NIL, Corum probably 
would have left for the NFL last year. 
He then likely would have left school to 
train for the draft, as most pro prospects 
do. Instead, he stayed and walked with 
Michigan’s spring 2023 graduating class; 
he is getting his final few credits for a 
sports management degree this fall. 
Corum says NIL “gives you the free- 
dom to make the choice you want to 
make.” Keegan decided after Michigan's 
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CFP semifinal loss last December that “I 
didn’t want my last game to be against 
TCU. It just didn’t feel right just to leave 
on that bad of a term. And I still want 
to do some things individually as well.” 

He thinks he would have gone some- 
where between the late-third and sixth 
rounds of the draft. But he says, “From 
the Big Ten championship to the bowl 
game I think I made like around $50 
[thousand] to $70,000 that month 
alone.” He opted to stay at Michigan 
and is pursuing a graduate degree in 
the School of Social Work. 

Keegan was the 184th-ranked recruit 
in the country. He plays left guard. He is 
nobody’s marketing dream and he knows 
it: “I’m not much of a poster on social 
media, and there’s been a lot of compa- 
nies that reached out and asked me to 
post a lot. It'd be like making Reels and 
stuff, being creative, making TikToks. 
And that's just not who I am. I'm not 
good at that kind of stuff. I think it's kind 
of cringey, too." Yet Keegan expects to 
make “anywhere from $225 [thousand] 
to halfa million" in NIL money this year. 
The system that enriches Blake Corum is 
taking care of Trevor Keegan, too. 

Nobody knows how long Michigan can 
maintain this symbiosis between NIL 
opportunities and CFP dreams. But for 
now it's working incredibly well. Keegan 
says when a bunch of Wolverines did a 
shoot for Wolverine boots this summer, it 
was “kind of like a bonding thing as well.” 

Last year Corum got hurt late in the 
season, then watched his replacement, 
Edwards, run for 520 yards in three 
games. That could have created tension 
over carries—and the NIL dollars that 
could follow them. Instead, Corum refers 
to Edwards as “a great friend, a brother.” 
They have done joint autograph sign- 
ings and have talked about building low- 
income housing together someday. But 
tell the suits and coaches not to worry: 
That’s just a far-off dream. Right now, 
they’re focused on the season. о 
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MORE THAN WHAT'S MISSING 


Hansel Enmanuel became famous for his thunderous dunks, despite not having a left arm. 
As a sophomore at Austin Peay, he's out to prove he belongs in college hoops 
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ANSEL ENMANUEL has been a viral 

sensation since videos of him playing 

streetball in his native Dominican Republic 

exploded on social media in 2020. His fame 
by further took off once he moved to Florida 
NE for high school, and it has only escalated 
Sweeney from there. The 19-year-old now has more 

than 1.5 million Instagram followers and a 

deep NIL deal portfolio. But he doesn't want 
to be known just for having one arm. 

Enmanuel lost his left arm when a wall collapsed 
on him when he was 8. Seeing an NCAA player with 
a missing limb fly through the air and dunk may be 
novel, but it's not what defines the sophomore, who 
will suit up far Austin Peay this year after following 
coach Corey Gipson from Northwestern State. 

"One thing that | think resonated with Hansel in 
the recruiting process was he realized we weren't 
bringing him in to be a dog and pony show,” Gipson 
says. *Everybody realized it when he got to us and he 
wasn't playing right away." 

Enmanuel didn't get a single minute in 13 of his 
team's first 18 games as a freshman and didn't 
top five points in a game all season. But his role 
grew down the stretch due То his 
defensive impact. Не played a 
season-high 25 minutes in the 
Southland Conference championship 
game in March, which should answer 
any questions about whether 
Enmanuel, who is expected to 
play a meaningful role in the 
Governors’ rotation this year, is 
a sideshow or a legit player. 

“Не didn't want [any] 
shortcuts," says teammate 
Ja'Monta Black, who transferred 
with Ептапие to Austin ۷۰ 
"Everything that we did, he wanted 
to do [it] just how we did it." 

In fact, according to Gipson, 
when reporters asked to speak 
with Enmanuel he insisted 
on being joined by Black 
and the Demons' leading 
scorer, DeMarcus Sharp, 
ensuring his teammates 
get some of his shine. 
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“Не wants to be interviewed when Не becomes like 
Sharp and Black for the bodv of work, not because 
he's a one-armed sensation," Gipson says. 

Enmanuel, who grew up in Santo Domingo, also 
uses his fame for good, helping those back home. 
Jean Guzman, who ran the AAU program Enmanuel 
played for, says he has shipped basketball shoes to 
his homeland to help his friends. "It's really hard in 
my country to get everything [family and friends] 
want,” Enmanuel says. “I’m a humble guy. l just give it 
to them because they need it." 

Enmanuel wasn't able to profit right away after the 
NCAA dropped its rules barring NIL in July 2021. Не 
was Originally in the U.S. on an F-1 student visa, which 
complicated matters with its strict rules around work. 
That changed in October '22 when Enmanuel received 
an 0-1 visa for those with “extraordinary ability.” 

He then became one of four men’s college hoops 
players to sign with Adidas that December: The other 
three were "23 МВА draft 
picks. More recently, he 
signed a deal to promote 
Dwayne Johnson's 
energy drink company, 
Zoa, alongside stars 
like Ohio State receiver 
Marvin Harrison Jr. and 
LSU forward Angel Reese. 
According to On3, his NIL 
value is approximatelv $1.2 million per vear. 
'That's an opportunitv God gives to me to help mv 
family and help my people," Enmanuel says. “Ве 
humble, do mv best to help evervone around me. 
Рт happy to be one of those players that can do 
stuff like that.' 
Austin Peav will have securitv guards 
۱ traveling with the team this season, in part 
to protect Enmanuel from the pandemonium 
that follows him. Still, he goes out of his wav 
to sign autographs and pose for pictures with 
fans. Over the summer, a voung plaver who 
À had recently lost an arm and leg due to cancer 
: came їо ап Austin Peay camp hoping їо meet 
Enmanuel, who of course obliged. 

"That kid lit up like Christmas," Gipson says. 
"For Hansel ta bring that type of inspiration 
to people, that's just special for all of us to be 
able to witness." a 


== D-livering = 


Enmanuel’s minutes 
grew during his 
freshman season, 
as his coaches 
identified him as an 
asset on defense. 
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iewers saw what they wanted to see in this year’s NCAA 
women's basketball title same. Fans saw a coronation 
for women's sports: 9.9 million people, the tournament's 
biggest audience ever and a 104% increase over 2022, 
watched Louisiana State defeat lowa. 


After leading LSU 
past lowa in the title 
game, Reese saw even 
mare opportunities— 
including a new sada 
from PepsiLo—come 
her way. 


Pundits saw controversy: In the wan- 
ing minutes of the game, Tigers star 
Angel Reese waved her hand over her 
face, which Hawkeyes star Caitlin Clark 
had done earlier in the tournament to 
another player, then pointed to her ring 
finger, where her championship jewelry 
would soon reside. She and Clark later 
became protagonists in a discussion of 
race—Reese is Black, Clark is white—and 
competitiveness in women's sports. 

Reese saw a marketing opportunity. 
There was still red confetti in her hair 
when she perched at the edge of the 
court, clutching the trophy, and called 
to teammate Flau'jae Johnson's mother, 
Kia Brooks, who handles Johnson's 
endorsement deals: ^Hey, Mama Kia! 
The price just went up!" 

In the two years since the NCAA, 
spurred by a variety of new state laws, 
allowed collegiate athletes to profit off 
their name, image and likeness, athletes 
have made nearly $2 billion, according 
to NIL platform Opendorse. Most of 
that cash has gone to football and men's 
basketball players, especially through 
booster- and fan-led collectives. 

Except at LSU, where all the biggest 
stars are women. 

On3, which tracks NIL deals, ranks 
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LSU gymnast Olivia Dunne as the 
No. 2 earner in the country—after only 
Bronny James, son of LeBron—with an 
estimated valuation of $3.3 million; Reese 
sixth, with $1.7 million; and Johnson 
21st, at $1.1 million. Those numbers are 
likely low; Johnson estimates her agree- 
ments run into “Ше mid-seven figures." 
Regardless, they make LSU one of two 
schools, along with Texas, with three ath- 
letes in the top 25. With Hailey Van Lith— 
who announced in April that she was 
transferring to LSU from Louisville to 
play basketball and who ranks 83rd at 
$550,000—the Tigers have four of the 
six female athletes in the On3 top 100. 

Reese and Johnson say they did not 
discuss NIL much with Van Lith, who 
declined to be interviewed on the sub- 
ject—as a rising senior, “she already 
knew what she had going on,” Reese 
says—but they make one point over and 
over again to high school recruits. 

As Johnson says, *You wanna be a 


superstar, come to LSU." 
А - Reese could never have imag- 
— ined hearing, let alone saying, 
that sentence. She did not think about 
marketing herself—the NIL era was still 
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а уеаг awav—but she did think about 
plaving in the Final Four, and for that 
reason she did not think about plaving 
in Baton Rouge. 

“I didn't consider LSU at all,” says 
Reese, a Baltimore native who signed 
with Maryland. 

A successful year for the Tigers in 
those days meant going .500 in confer- 
ence play. But when coach Nikki Fargas 
resigned after the 2021 season to become 
president of the WNBAS Las Vegas Aces, 
LSU athletic director Scott Woodward 
called the legendary Kim Mulkey, a 
native of nearby Tickfaw, who had won 
three national championships in her 
21 seasons at Baylor. Four years earlier 
the Bears had brought in new admin- 
istration, and Mulkey did not feel the 
level of support she had once enjoyed. 
So she became the first football or bas- 
ketball coach with multiple national 
championships over a span of more 
than a decade to leave their school for 
another college job. “I grew up here," 
Mulkey told SPORTS ILLUSTRATED at 
the time. ^I want people to see me do 
good things here and think, You know 
what? I can stay home in Louisiana and 
do good things here, too." 

It would be hard to complain about 
the level of support she has received 
since arriving. In her first year, she led 
a $1 million renovation of the women's 
basketball offices as the team went 
26-6; in her second, she won the title; 
in her third, she will lead a $1.5 million 
renovation of the women's locker room 
and lounges at the basketball arena. 

It was that kind of commitment that 
drew Reese to LSU. The forward had 
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plaved two seasons at Marvland, aver- 
aging 17.8 points and 10.6 rebounds per 
game as a sophomore, bv which point, 
she says, 'Twanted more." She knew that 
Mulkey would push her to fulfill her bas- 
ketball potential. And after she visited 
campus in the spring of 2022 and met 
with representatives from NILSU, the 
university's department devoted entirely 
to helping athletes cash in, she realized 
a move to Baton Rouge would help her 
fulfill her earnings potential, too. 


=v VEN AT LSU, most money 
EZE from the school’s official col- 
—— — lective, Bayou Traditions, goes 
to male athletes. “I would say 90 to 9596 
of what Bayou Traditions has raised has 
gone to male athletic programs," says 
Mackenzie Landry, who, through the 
company MatchPoint, runs operations 
for the collective. And women college 
athletes in particular face a dispropor- 
tionate challenge: Even if they play pro- 
fessionally, their NIL will probably never 
be more valuable than it is now. 
Johnson, who started at shooting 
guard last year as a freshman, hopes 
to play in the WNBA but is also focusing 
on a career as a rapper; the record deal 
she signed with Roc Nation would have 
cost her her athletic eligibility before 
NIL. In addition to monetizing their 
social media followings, Dunne (who 
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LSU's NIL stars include 
Johnson (above left) and 
(below, from left) track 
star Alia Armstrong as well 
as Elena Arenas, Haleigh 
Bryant and Aleah Finnegan. 
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The women's sports 
athletes with the top 


NIL valuations 
(As measured by On3) 


OLIVIA DUNNE 
has 7.7 million followers on TikTok and 
4.3 million on Instagram) and Reese ANGEL REESE 
(2.5 million and two million) are both 
building second careers as models, FLAU'JAE JOHNSON 
including in the 2023 Sports Illustrated 
Swimsuit Issue, for which they were CAITLIN CLARK 
paid a standard editorial day rate. 
“Everybody knows the WNBA doesn't PAIGE BUECKERS 


make that much money, so I just want to 
be able to grow my brand as much as I 
can in college before I go to the WNBA,” 
says Reese, who would be able to earna 


. HAILEY VAN LITH 


salary no more than $75,000 next year аа 
under the WNBAS rookie pay scale. “I’ve 

done so many photo shoots. I've done so JORDAN CHILES 
many commercials. Being able to pitch 

those things with the team I have now 9. MIA MASTROV 
is going to help me when I graduate and 

decide to go to the WNBA.” 10.DEJA KELLY 


In the meantime, they try to use their 
popularity to help other female athletes. 
“Even the girls who walk on, they’re 


Rankings as of Aug. 22‏ ایحا 


(VAN LITH); JAMIE SCHWABEROW/NCAA PHOTOS/GETTY IMAGES (ARMSTRONG); JONATHAN MAILHES/ 


ТОМ PENNINGTON/GETTY IMAGES (REESE AND JOHNSON); KRISTEN YOUNG/LSU ATHLETICS 
CSM/SHUTTERSTOCK [ARENAS]; JEROME MIRON/USA TODAY SPORTS (BRYANT, FINNEGAN] 


getting money,” says Reese. “Everybody’s 
benefiting from it, not just the stars of the 
team.” And Dunne recently announced 
the creation of the Livvy Fund, a pro- 
gram within the school’s collective to 
connect other LSU women athletes 
with brands. Many of her sponsors have 
contributed, she says, and anyone who 
donates more than a certain amount also 
has the option of including Dunne in 
promotional campaigns. 

“There’s definitely an underlying 
problem, which is that the money needs 
to go to support women’s sports, because 
there’s not many [lucrative] professional 
leagues for women’s sports after college,” 
Dunne says. “So it’s really important that 
women can capitalize on it now while 
they’re in college.” 

This is all moving very quickly, and 
different elements of it catch differ- 
ent people off guard. When LSU hired 
extra security for the gymnastics team, 
Taylor Jacobs, the associate athletic 
director in charge of NIL, overheard 
someone express surprise that Dunne— 
who has represented the U.S. on the 
junior level but has never competed in 
the all-around for LSU—has become 
such a celebrity. Not everyone under- 
stands, Jacobs explains, “that if you have 
four million followers on social media, 
you are in fact famous.” 

“People definitely discredit what I 
do,” Dunne says. “People need to under- 
stand that I’ve worked for everything 
I’ve earned. I’ve spent years building an 
audience, and brands pay me for what 
they believe is worth the reach of the 
demographic that I offer.” She hopes 
the financial security the Livvy Fund 
provides her peers will be part of her 
legacy. “Me being at the forefront, the 
most important thing for me was to give 
back,” she says. 

Jacobs says, “There are things that 
this younger generation understands 
better because they live in that social 
media world. But then, obviously, there 
are things that, probably me at 18, if I 
was a famous Instagram influencer, 
I would also not understand some of 
the ramifications.” 

LSU does, so it has built out a staff 
of five people dedicated entirely to NIL, 
thought to be one of the largest such 
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groups in the NCAA. (Manv nonath- 
lete students also see the ramifications; 
82 people applied for internships in the 
department this vear.) Jacobs and her 
staff upload most of their programming 
to social media as videos and graph- 
ics, hoping to meet the kids where thev 
are. Thev are planning to introduce an 
app soon. And in addition to teaching 
athletes how to network, how to dress 
professionallv and how to pitch them- 
selves to brands, LSU mandates finan- 
cial literacv training for them at least 
once a semester. 

(“Ме are all available for student- 
athletes to set up meetings, no matter 
what sport, male or female,” Jacobs says. 
“It’s probably no surprise to you that the 
female student-athletes tend to take a 
little bit more advantage of that.") 

At those sessions, they spend barely 
more time on NIL than they do on 
another acronym: IRS. Like many 
young adults, Reese is grappling with 
what happens after the check arrives. 
“They don't teach you that you have to 
pay taxes!" she laments with a laugh. 
“The more money you make, the more 
you have to give away!" 


E 


MUST IMPORTANT 


Na athlete in women’s sports 
rakes in mare than Dunne, 
who is using her popularity to 

open doors for ۰ 


HE MONEY IS life-changing, 
== === but Dunne, Johnson and Reese 
2 say they also take pride in their 
rankings atop the list of earners. 

“Just being able to see how much 6 
inspired people,' Reese savs. 'Not just 
people that look like me, but evervbodv 
in general. Like, men, women, voung 
girls, voung bovs, older people—older 
people will text me to sav, like, Thank 
уоп for saving things that I don't have 
the platform to [say]. 7 

She likes the idea that being who she is 
can be lucrative. And that's the message 
she passes on to younger people who ask. 
Many of them are male athletes, includ- 
ing LSU football players. Brian Kelly has 
used her, alongside former Tigers national 
champion and current Cincinnati Bengals 
quarterback Joe Burrow, as a recruiting 
tool. She patrolled the sidelines at the 
spring game and she meets high school- 
ers on campus and talks to them over the 
phone. Sometimes the players just want 
photos with her, she says. Sometimes 
they are just fans who want to say hi. 
And sometimes they want to know how 
to become as popular as she is. She is 
pretty sure she's signed a few, although 
she can't be sure. 

“Т don't know the football players,” 
she admits sheepishly. “I don't know 
any of their names. Maybe if you sent me 
pictures, I could remember the pictures. 
But I don't know their names." That's 
O.K. They know hers. a 
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ог once, the spotlight seemed faint. Save for a half 

dozen onlookers—some 126,000 fewer people than 
follow him on Instagram—the Carroll Countv Schools 
Performing Arts Center's 1,100-seat auditorium sat empty 
as 15-year-old wunderkind quarterback Julian Lewis 

and a trio of his Carrollton High teammates, all clad in 
sport coats and slacks, fielded questions onstage from 

a Southern-drawled media contingent. Lewis's brown- 
and-blond curls bounced, and his braces glinted as he met 
earnest questions about toughness and teamwork with 
platitudes about . . . toughness and teamwork. 


The Aug. 1 regional media day event 
likely marked one of the final times in 
his young life that his words will be 
parsed not by a national audience, but 
instead by a smattering of radio listen- 
ers in this placid tract 50 miles west of 
Atlanta. In 17 days, Carrollton's season 
opener would be broadcast on ۰ 
Four days after that, he would commit 
to USC. Just as he had been coveted by 
recruiters and coaches, he remains so 
by brands, desperate to associate with 
a teenager who could offer them hard- 
to-earn cachet. Julian's anonymity was 
dwindling by the day. 

Though he seemed to blend in with 
the players representing 10 local teams 
who were paraded onto the stage, he is, 
decidedly, not their peer. In 15 games 
last year he produced the most stag- 
gering freshman season in Georgia's 
robust high school football history, 
amassing 4,118 yards passing and 
48 touchdowns as he led Carrollton to 
the championship game in the state's 
highest classification, 7A, which serves 
as a feeder system for the mighty SEC. 
He was crowned MaxPreps National 
Freshman of the Year and was the first 
sophomore in the Touchdown Club of 


Atlanta's near-centurv-long historv to Бе 
named to its preseason all-star team. But 
it's a prize just out of ће 6' 1", 190-pound 
ОВ grasp that truly separated him from 
the others onstage that summer eve- 
ning: the endorsement deals he's been 
offered—and turned down. According to 
Donald Woodard, an attorney advising 
the Lewis family, Julian has passed on 
more than seven figures' worth of deals. 

Now that the NCAA has lifted its pro- 
hibitions on athletes' earning money 
from their name, image and likeness, the 
debate has found its way to high schools. 
Georgia remains one of the 19 states 
that don't permit high schoolers to profit 


off their NIL. So, while other top high 
school stars can start stockpiling nest 
eggs, Julian—known best as “Ju Ju” by 
the masses—must bide his time. 

His family could, of course, chase 
riches by moving to a more permissive 
state. But Julian's father, T.C., enrolled 
his son in Carrollton's school system 
two years ago specifically for the coach- 
ing and for Julian to be forged in one of 
the toughest high school football clas- 
sifications in the nation. T.C. has essen- 
tially made a million-dollar wager that 
his son's long-term prospects will be 
best served by focusing on his develop- 
ment as a player: As T.C. likes to say, 
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'keeping Ше main thing Ше main thing' 

Rather than sit front and center in the 
auditorium that evening, T.C. watched 
from the atrium outside, warv of being a 
distraction, he says. “Did he do all right? 
I think he did all right,” T.C. would later 
simultaneously ask and affirm, well 
aware that Julian's ability to maintain 
his poise during the external obligations 
demanded of transcendent quarterbacks 
will perhaps soon be just as vital as his 
ability to work through progressions as 
the pocket collapses. Onstage, Julian 
echoed his father's mantra about football 
remaining his primary focus amid the 
hype: “Keep the main thing the main 
thing," he assured local radio listeners— 
and, perhaps, himself. 

For a 15-year-old would-be millionaire 
and the father who has invested so much 
in his development—carving a deliberate 
path, step by step—the main thing may 
soon grow much more difficult to define. 


T.C. (above, left] has been 
guiding his son toward football 
since preschool, but says he 
now leaves the coaching to 
Julian's coaches. 


—ww r HEN JULIAN'S preschool 
w teacher asked her students to 
= - put their toys away, Julian 
tended to hurl them into the appropriate 
cubby. Instead of admonishing his son 
when he learned ofthe behavioral quirk, 
T.C. set about finding ways to enhance 
his progeny's hand-eye coordination. 
That preschool predisposition eventually 
morphed into nightly throwing sessions 
with a miniature football in a hallway 
at home: To end the drills, Julian had to 
make 30 throws with perfect form. 


که وم که که مه په کم کم کم په کم په په په 00 0 که که په مه په که مه که په په کو هوه وه وه LI TL m‏ 
P‏ کو په که پو کو که کو که وه که که که که که که هه а‏ 
تفص 
ی کک کک کک کی کک کیک کیک کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کی کیک کی یی ی کی 
E,‏ ۰م у ea LOL A‏ 
i i [ a O[‏ — 
س هم همه کم په می LOLOL ed ым ы‏ 
ee‏ 


ми — V 


Texas high jumper Sam Hurley may not be destined for Dlympic glory, but he's got enough 
TikTok followers to fill the Longhorns' football stadium 35 times—and a fat wallet to show for it 


ROM THE MOMENT his career 

as an influencer took off in early 

2018, Sam Hurley dreaded the inevitable 
choice: college athlete or social media star. 
by Hurley had grown up dreaming of 
playing sports at the highest level and was 
well on his way to becoming a track and 
field superstar in Arkansas when TikTok 
caused a detour. With his long hair and pop star looks, 
he was a natural for what was then a new app. He'd 
post videos of himself dancing and soon had millions 
of followers (3.5 million today)—and opportunities to 
work with huge brands. But at the time, the 5 
rules prohibited athletes from profiting off their 
name, image and likeness. 

He thought he'd have to make that choice. Instead, 
Hurley was blessed with what he calls “perfect 
timing": Just two months after he wan the Arkansas 
state titles in the high jump, long jump, pole vault and 
decathlon as a junior in May 2021, the NCAA opened 
the NIL floodgates. Hurley graduated a semester early 
from high school to enroll at Texas, where he'd been 
recruited as a high jumper. 

“Га like to say that | still would have gone to college 
[without NIL], but l also know that starting your life 


Kevin 
Sweeney 


and making your living, making money is important,” 
Hurley says. “I might have... passed on the college 
opportunity. | don’t know for sure. But now that I’m 
here, | can say that | have absolutely no regrets.” 

The influencer world is saturated with stars living 
in Los Angeles and New York City, bouncing from 
one brand event to the next. But Hurley balances 
the rigors of a college athlete’s schedule with life as 
a social media celebrity. Опе weekend, he’s at the 
U.S. Open watching Serena Williams’s final match 
as part of a brand activation for Polo Ralph Lauren, 
the next he’s in Lubbock or Norman competing 
alongside his teammates. He documents both on his 
social media channels, with videos of him picking up 
Chick-fil-A like a normal college kid mixed in between 
sponsored posts. Hurley believes continuing his 
athletic career has helped attract fans interested in 
more than just his looks—that his track exploits give 
his followers something to, well, follow. 

All this has helped Hurley rank in the top 30 of 
On3’s NIL evaluation rankings, with a projected mark 
of nearly $1 million per year. He’s second only to 
Olivia Dunne among athletes outside of football and 
basketball. Rival athletes often approach Hurley during 
meets to ask for brand-building advice, and fans flock 

to his track events to see the 
20-year-old in person. 


= “They get to come support 


هم کس کسه کس 


مت 
یت 
RAA‏ 


ooked Up —— me [but also] watch my 
Hurley notched teammates, support my 
a personal best whole team," Hurley says. 
in high jump "| love that." 


Plus, Hurley's track career 
is taking off on its own. 


this spring with 
a bar of 7' 1%" 


and qualified He qualified for the NCAA 
for the МСАА championships as а sophomore 
championships. 


this past season and is aiming 
next for a conference title. He's 
been mobbed Бу fans in Times Square and he's met 
the likes of Justin Bieber, but he hasn't yet found a 
match for the intoxicating feeling of competition. 
"Walking out on the field at the national 
championship at my home track here in Austin ...1 
felt so grateful for everything," Hurley says. “Every 
extra hour that I’ve been at work, every extra 
session, it was like, Man, | would do that 10 times over 
just to feel this for one more minute.” 0 
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T.C., too, had been born into Ше sport. 
His father, Tv Lewis, was a high school 
football coach in New Jersev—todav, a 
Thanksgiving game trophv is named in 
his honor—before dving from leukemia 
in 1990 at age 41, when Т.С. was 14. Т.С. 
went on to earn a scholarship at UConn 
to play offensive line, but he lost his pas- 
sion for the game in Ty's absence and left 
the team. So the family's football legacy 
would eventually be passed on to Julian, 
Т.С. only son of his five children. 

By the time Julian was 7, he could whiz 
a youth-sized ball 25 yards, so T.C. created 
an Instagram account for his son, high- 
lighting his exploits. Photos of a diminu- 
tive Julian, hair cropped, posing with tro- 
phies, soon peppered the page. “Started 
putting in work when I was 5 years 014,” 
reads a September 2015 caption. 


Julian could make 
mare than $1 million in 
NIL deals if he moved 
to another state, the 
ОВ’ final answer has 
always been по. 


When Julian was 8, T.C. placed him 
under the tutelage of independent 
quarterbacks coach Ron Veal, who also 
trained the likes of Trevor Lawrence and 
Justin Fields. The duo often worked in 
a lonely field by an Austell, Ga., church, 
and Julian says he treasured the humid 
hours spent mastering his craft—rep 
after rep after rep—outside the view 
of smartphones. “I like getting better 
alone,” he says. 
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Julian's parents had divorced, and 
when he was 10 his mother moved out of 
the state—and out of his life. T.C. retained 
custody of the four children. With the 
three older girls now out of the house, 
Julian and T.C. live with his new wife 
and their 6-year-old daughter. 

It was also around that time that T.C. 
stepped away from coaching Julian, as 
the pair realized that T.C's demand for 
football perfection didn't mesh with the 
pliability fatherhood often necessitates. 
Too often, Julian says, tensions from the 
field bled into their home, so the duo 
set boundaries that endure to this day. 
^] felt like he needed to start hearing 
other voices,” T.C. says. 

T.C., who has a steady career in finan- 
cial technology sales, spends thousands 
of dollars every year—including Veal's 
services; entry fees for a slew of leagues, 
camps and tournaments; and the cost of 
traveling across the Southeast to com- 
pete and visit college campuses—not 
only on Julian's development but also 
on developing awareness of his son in 
the right circles. The quarterback with 
perfect footwork and a propensity to fit 
the ball into tight windows turned heads 
at every stop. “Не stood out because he 
was a third-grader and didn't throw or 
hold himself or approach it like a third- 
grader," says Richmond Flowers III, 
founder of the elite ОВ Collective camps. 
“He struck you as 2 

Т.С. eyes well up when he considers 
how much he has poured into his son 
and what Julian's talents portend. “I put 
blinders on and I drive forward,” he says, 
tears tumbling down his cheeks from 
under a black cap, pulled low. *There's 
no shortcut." 


ТО WO YEARS ABO, Joey King 
SE received a call from a number 
— he didn’t recognize—today, 
he's glad he answered it. King, who 
coached Lawrence at Cartersville (Ga.) 
High as he marched to two state titles, 
had just taken the Carrollton coaching 
job. At the time, T.C. was shopping 
around, hoping to find the right coach 
and right system to complement Julian's 
skill set. Impressed by King's scheme and 
how he'd maximized Lawrence's talents, 
T.C. told him they were planning to move 


Julian to Carrollton for eighth grade, that 
it was worth the 45-minute drive everv 
dav from their home west of Atlanta. 
(Julian was eligible under a Georgia pub- 
lic school exception that permits some 
students to commute to nearby districts.) 
Julian had spent the previous year at 
Pace Academy, a well-regarded private 
school in Atlanta, but T.C. realized he 
had to prioritize football above all else. 
“Tf a kid is trying to go to Harvard, I need 
him enrolled in that kind of [school],” 
T.C. says, “but if he's trying to go play at 
Alabama, Georgia, wherever, then let me 
put him in AP Football." Julian has flour- 
ished in King's honors-level classroom: 
By spring of 2022, the 14-year-old fresh- 
man had chased off upperclassmen quar- 
terbacks on Carrollton's roster—they 
transferred out—and earned the starting 
nod. “I knew immediately he was going 
to be special,” King says. ^We've put a 
whole lot more on Julian than we did 
on Trevor." 

Julian brought more than just talent 
with him to Carrollton: In January 2022, 
having been enraptured by a docu- 
mentary on Tua Tagovailoa's develop- 
ment, Julian and T.C. reached out to 
Scotty McKnight, the film's producer and 
a former standout receiver at Colorado. 
Early conversations on Instagram 
evolved into a plan for McKnight's team 
to shadow Julian throughout his high 
school years. The project has since been 
sold to HBO and Warner Bros., and it will 
chronicle the entirety of Julian's high 
school career. For now, Julian will not be 
compensated, though he and T.C. believe 
the benefit to his personal brand could 
be immense. 

As he started to pile up gargantuan 
stats, leading previously unranked 
Carrollton to an undefeated regular sea- 
son, some teachers at the school began to 
ask for autographs. College coaches laid 
siege—95 came to spring workouts this 
year—while McKnight's camera crew 
loitered about. 

In the state championship game, 
Mill Creek crushed Carrollton, 70-35. 
Despite the lopsided result, Julian threw 
for 531 yards, a state record, and five 
touchdowns against a defense laden with 
Division I talent. The performance had 
solidified him as one of the best high 


school players in the country, but he 
retreated to the sideline medical tent 
in the third quarter because he couldn't 
keep his tears at bay. For all his efforts, 
he felt he had let his seniors down. While 
he tended not to mind the documen- 
tary crew's presence, he did not want 
to sit in front of the camera the next 
day and relive the game. Still, dutifully, 
he understood interviews like those, as 
uncomfortable as they may be, are as 
essential to the job of being Julian Lewis, 
phenom quarterback as the touchdowns 
he tossed the night before. So he gamely 
answered questions despite the pit in his 
stomach, still wrestling with images of 
the sullen seniors—another lesson in 
AP Football's modern curriculum. 


= f — agreed to a $5 bet during a 
= Carrollton fireworks show: If 
fans approached and begged for a photo 
at least five times, Julian would have to 
pay up. Incredulous, Julian wagered on 
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anonymity—or, perhaps, manners— 
carrying the day. Once the last boom had 
thundered overhead, Julian sent his 
father $5: He'd posed for 11 pictures. 'Vou 
can tell when people are looking at 
you... but people try their best not to, 
like, harass me;" he says. ^Of course, you 
feel the eyes." 

In a few years, likely sooner, Julian 
should be able to earn that $5 back pretty 
quickly. As soon as the Supreme Court 
struck down the NCAA’s NIL rules in 
2021, college athletes began to monetize 
their brands, mostly via social media. 
NIL consultant Bill Carter says athletes' 
accounts tend to boast triple the engage- 
ment of run-of-the mill online influencers 
because their digital brands are built 


focus on football; Т.С. says 
that if Georgia legalizes the 
deals, they'll be selective. 


on a foundation of real-world achieve- 
ments that fans can follow. For corporate 
brands, a more engaged audience means 
a higher return on investment. “[Athletes] 
are really crushing social media influenc- 
ers on that stage," Carter says. 

Until the Supreme Court decision, high 
school athletes had to avoid endorsement 
deals to maintain their college eligibility. 
With those consequences no longer in 
place, some state high school associa- 
tions began amending their bylaws to 
permit athletes to cash in without losing 
eligibility. A new market was born. 

While high school deals predominantly 
net athletes free gear or nominal sums, 
top stars like Julian stand to benefit from 
major national campaigns. Marketplaces 
like Icon Source have emerged to help 
connect brands with athletes. Its CEO, 
Chase Garrett, cites sports apparel com- 
panies like Under Armour that need a 
mechanism to easily target their next 
generation of buyers. 

In December 2021, an 18-year-old 
Californian, Jaden Rashada, signed what 
is believed to be the first NIL deal for 
a high school football player, landing 
four figures to promote a recruiting 
app. Around the same time, T.C. began 
fielding offers from brands. Every 
month, more states began permitting 
high school athletes to ink NIL deals, 
but Georgia wasn't among them. So 
T.C. enlisted Woodard, the sports and 
entertainment attorney, to help him 
navigate the unexpected new terrain 
along Julian's meticulously hewn path. 

Woodard was familiar with the 
nuances of NIL thanks to the years he'd 
spent on the USA Track & Field legal team 
and understood how to advise prodigious 
young talent, his firm having done the 
same for the likes of Atlanta-born rapper 
Lil Yachty. Far sooner than anticipated, 
T.C. was presented with a considerable 
return on his painstaking investment, 
but that would require leaving Georgia. 
Certain that the offers won't disappear 
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by the time Julian reaches college, father 
and son never seriously considered it, bet- 
ting on Julian's health and that Congress 
and the NCAA won't regulate college 
NIL spending in the meantime. 

Given the violence and uncertainty 
inherent to football, it's a considerable 
risk. But Woodard has advised the Lewis 
family to focus on sharpening Julian's 
skill set on the field while building a 
brand in parallel. Julian now manages 
all his own social accounts (aside from 
X, formerly Twitter, which T.C. runs). 
Thanks to some design help from friends, 
the posts are simultaneously polished 
and authentic: slick graphics touting 
his stats and the list of colleges he'd 
considered before USC, a bit of humor 
and videos of him rubbing shoulders 
with the likes of Fields. On top of his 
126,000 Instagram followers, Julian has 
more than 36,000 on TikTok and more 
than 23,000 on X. “Our job is to try to 
keep his life as normal as possible and 
let him enjoy his process and get better," 
Woodard says. ^We know that everyone's 
watching, and I know he knows that. 
But so far he's done a good job of just 
remaining focused." 

Maintaining focus in the social media 
age is no simple task: Several fake 
accounts bearing Julian's name emerged 
in recent months, spreading vicious 
rumors about his high school dating life. 
Some fake posts garner hundreds of thou- 
sands of views before they're flagged and 
removed. “[Most people] have problems 
throughout the school,” Julian says, “but 
usually it doesn't go to the whole country.” 

Media psychologist Pamela Rutledge 
says the sort of social media atten- 
tion that accompanies fame and NIL 
money can be tremendously rewarding, 
both socially and financially, but also 
potentially treacherous. She recom- 
mends young athletes and influencers 
like Julian proactively avoid deriving 
too much self-worth from their online 
brand (easier said than done). Plus, she 
says, the scrutiny of hundreds of thou- 
sands of anonymous digital eyeballs 
can make it difficult to learn from mis- 
takes when any small misstep is met 
by public shame instead of a private 
lesson. (T.C. has told Julian that if he 
ever gets a speeding ticket, the incident 


may wind up on SportsCenter.) Having 
watched Lawrence grow up in the social 
media age, King understands well the 
perils that await Julian: "There's leeches 
everywhere," he says. 

Earlier this year, Woodard drove 
nearly two hours south of his Atlanta 
home to attend a Georgia High School 
Association board meeting, pulling 
aside executive director Robin Hines to 
explain how NIL could benefit athletes 
and families in the state—and, perhaps, 
make sure that future Julians don't leave 
it altogether. Hines has since been lob- 
bying state educators and legislators to 
make Georgia's rules more permissive. 

The group's executive committee will 
weigh whether to amend the relevant 
bylaws in October. They are widely 
expected to do so. In that case, T.C. and 
Woodard say they will scrutinize each 
offer rather than grab every available 
dollar, steadfast in ensuring that Julian's 
talents on the field aren't eroded by 
the burgeoning opportunities—and 
demands-— off it. “If he can set himself 
up, his life is different before he [leaves] 
high school," Woodard says. “The pres- 
sures of finances and what he might 
want to do are eliminated—so long as 
you put some of that money away." 


day practices, Julian retreats 

to his beige-carpeted room in 
the rear corner of a modest new crafts- 
man home with a football-shaped door- 
mat. Despite the pigskin kitsch, Julian 
insists that he and his father don't spend 
hours talking shop between practices. 
For Julian, aside from watching film, 
football doesn't exist under that roof: 
It's his refuge from the unpaid job of 
being Ju Ju Lewis, the phenom, the 
brand, the superstar. Instead, inside 
those quiet confines, he can be Julian, 
a 15-year-old kid who adores his girl- 
friend and video games. 

The family relocated there in June 
to be closer to Carrollton High, so his 
room's walls remain largely unadorned. 
In the corner rests a well-worn gaming 
chair and a TV, flanked by an Xbox and 
a PS5. (He boasts that he'll have a PC 
for gaming soon, too.) He likes to play 
Fortnite and Madden online with other 
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top recruits around the country he's met 
at camps, their friendships forged over a 
shared understanding of the spotlight's 
blessings and burdens. 

Julian doesn't exude cockiness, only 
quiet confidence that the goals he has 
long worked toward—the only ones he 
has permitted himself to envision—are 
nearly upon him, no matter Georgia's 
decision on NIL. *I don't want to be 
steered off of what my path is or what 
my goal is. I want to be an NFL player. 
I want to be the best player of all time. 
I'm not focusing on money right now 
because in the future I know, perfectly, 
my kids and my kids' kids are going to 
be solid on everything. Гуе come too 
far and have done too much to worry 
about that right now;" he said a few days 
before his braces were scheduled to be 
removed. “I’m gonna have it one day.” 

He waited until after football sea- 
son to apply for his learner's permit. 
And he'll do the same before he earns 
his driver's license this winter. Once 
more records are broken and wins are 
accumulated, he'll take a driving test. 
Just as seemingly everyone else in his 
orbit does, a DMV worker will study his 
every move. Knowing that moment is 
fast approaching, Julian stayed up until 
2 a.m. one night this summer, scroll- 
ing through pictures of a matte-gray 
Mercedes-Benz AMG C63 and salivating 
over its black rims, red brake calipers 
and foreboding grille. Fully loaded, it 
costs more than $100,000. 

If he lived in California or Louisiana or 
Tennessee, that Mercedes might already 
be sitting out front on the home's bleach- 
white concrete driveway. Yet, he lives in 
Georgia and understands that mountains 
of work await—for now, as ever, football 
must remain the main thing. Even so, 
some nights, the nation's top quarterback 
prospect can't pull his gaze away from 
that sports car, sifting through photos 
of his future and wondering just how 
soon it might arrive. о 
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NFL PLAYER CONTRACT 


IS CONTRACT is between Lamar Jackson, hercinafter “Player,” and Baltimore Ravens, a Maryland | 
tnership, hereinafter “Club,” operating under the name of the Baltimore Ravens as a member of the National Football 
inafter “League.” In consideration of the promises made by each to the other, Player and Club agree as follows: 


y THE MONEY ISUE 


00 


НЕ 


F 


rint 


у crash course in the 
nuances of'an NFL contract 
could not be going worse. 
For starters, I printed the 


bv contract double-sided, 
and, as I understand now, 

Conor ۱ 

Drr we are never to print the 


contract double-sided. I 

shuffled the pages out of 
order. And, as should be apparent from 
my college degree from sportswriting, 
I suck at ۰ 

Luckilv mv contract tour guide, who 
requested anonvmitv in exchange for 
their candor, is patient. They're also 
an expert in these things, having 
helped negotiate and write several NFL 
deals. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED acquired 
a сору of the five-vear, $260 million 
contract signed in April bv Ravens 
quarterback Lamar Jackson, and we're 
studying it now so I can learn exactly 
what goes into such a life- and league- 
changing deal. 

There are plenty of oddities in NFL 
contracts. In deals struck by the Colts and 
Chargers, there is a provision prevent- 
ing a player from wearing team colors 


during marketing and media activities 
not sanctioned by the team. Near the 
end of Patrick Mahomes's contract, the 
Chiefs lay claim to any *physical exer- 
tion whatsoever," which should make us 
wonder about those backyard games of 
tag with the children. Deshaun Watson 
has to appear on ClevelandBrowns.com 
for interviews for up to four hours per 
month, but Jalen Hurts has to appear 
for only up to two hours each month on 
Eagles channels. Some teams have their 
innate quirks, be it a certain structure 
to trigger the payment of guaranteed 
money or unique legalese. Some agents 
can identify which team put together a 
contract, even with all the names and 
numbers blacked out. 

Despite the rather unusual circum- 
stances by which this contract came to 
be (Jackson, who does not have an agent, 
negotiated it on his own), the quarter- 
back's agreement is considered pretty 
standard fare. This makes it a window 
into the modern NFL, where the nego- 
tiating points go way beyond the dollar 
figures. Here are three telling details 
buried deep in Jackson's deal. 
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for the 2023 © 
for the 2024 


/* 
/* 


7,500,000 


$ 7,500,000 


$ 31,750,000 


for the 2026 
for the 2027 ? S mid 


$ 51,250,000 \ /* 
$ 51,250,000 * 


$ OPTION * for the 2028 | 
$ OPTION / for the 202977 ~ 


۳۹ 


(* - designates Ше compen ation Club will pay player if th 


In addition, Club will pay Player such earned performanc 
expenses from his residence to training camp; Рауегз L| 


connection with playing preseason, regular season, and 


JACKSON UNDERSTOOD HIMSELF AND 
GOT THE MONEY UP FRONT 


Typically, when a deal is reported in 
the media, the headline is the average 
annual value—the total amount of money 
divided by the years the contract covers. 
This is the metric most coveted when a 
player wants to be considered the highest 
paid at his position. 

But on page 6 of Jackson’s contract, in 
the Signing Bonus Addendum, we see 
a suggestion of another metric he was 
trying to conquer: cash flow. Jackson 
not only wanted to be the NFL's highest- 
paid player (he eclipsed Hurts, who 
signed 10 days earlier for an average of 
$51 million, by $1 million annually), but 
he also wanted to get as much money as 
possible as soon as possible. 


In the event Club exercises the Option for the 


To that end, Jackson’s signing bonus 
was $72.5 million, which, when added to 
his 2023 salary, makes a cool $80 million 
in his first year. He received $52.5 mil- 
lion of that sum within 10 days of signing. 
The remainder will be paid in 18 equal 
installments during the regular season. 
In Year 2, Jackson is due $31.75 million, 
plus $750,000 in offseason workout 
bonuses, which makes his two-year “cash 
flow” $112.5 million. Jackson, according 
to reports, has the largest cash flow over 
three years ($156 million) in NFL history. 
Hurts, despite having a similar AAV, will 
receive $106.3 million over three years 

Both QBs are used heavily in the r 
game and thus are at an increased injury 
risk. Our contract expert notes that ifa 
player gets hurt or declines as a contract 
matures, teams have various ways to 
recoup unpaid money that is/theoreti- 
cally “guaranteed.” By maximizing cash 
flow, Jackson smartly protected himself. 


through 2027 Regular Seasons, will be as follows: 


2024 Regular Season $14,250,000 
2025 Regular Season $42,750,000 
2026 Regular Season $51,250,000 
20 Regular Season 0.001 
And, Plaver's Paragraph 5 Salarv for the 2028 Option Year shall be: 


2028 Option Year 


$99,999,999 


JACKSON'S CONTRACT CONTAINS 
ARIDICULOUS 2028 SALARY 


On page/9 there is an eye-catching 
Option Addendum: If the Ravens exer- 
cise their option for the 2028 season— 
when the QB will be 31—he'll receive 
a sálary of $99,999,999. It sounds like 
at Dr. Evil would ask for in return for 
ot blowing up the moon. But my expert 
says ignore this clause. It's meaningless. 
This addendum is little more than a 
ploy to extend the period over which the 
Ravens can spread out Jackson's com- 
pensation for salary cap purposes. In 
reality, that option year actually ends the 
contract after '27. Confused? Just wait. 
It gets weirder. 
According to an agent I spoke with 
in addition to our contract expert, 


2028 League Year, the Paragraph 5 Salaries for the Player durin 
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Baltimore could have put any number 
there—$1, $40 million, six easy pay- 
ments of $19.99. Here’s how it works: 
By the sixth day of the league year in 
2024, the Ravens have to notify Jackson 
if they are picking up his option for ’28, 
which would theoretically trigger the 
$99,999,999 salary. But picking up that 
option also triggers a contract clause 
on page 18 called the Voidable Years 
Addendum: “ТЕ Player is on Club’s roster 
on the last day of 2027 League Year, then 
Player’s contract for the 2028 and 2029 
NFL League Years shall immediately and 
automatically be null and void.” 

Picking up the 2028 option almost 
certainly guarantees Jackson would be 
on the roster on the final day of the 7 
league year. Per the contract, Jackson 
would get a bonus on the sixth day of 
the league year in "24 worth $17.5 mil- 
lion because his option had been picked 
up—but the $99,999,999 would vanish 
because, per page 18, the '28 contract 
year would be canceled. 

Why bother with all this? The Ravens 
created additional, fictional years of 
Jackson’s contract to spread out (and 
decrease) the annual hit to their salary 
cap, which is calculated largely from a 
deal’s average annual value. Jackson will 
receive money on one schedule, but the 
Ravens can present to the NFL a piece of 
accounting that looks entirely different. 
Money that Jackson receives now can be 
socked away into their 2028 and "29 cap 
years thanks to this clause, giving them 
salary cap space to spend now. 


THE RAVENS LIKE TO KNOW WHAT 
THEIR PLAYERS ARE UP TO 


After page upon page of granular legal- 
ese that all amounts to You're going to get 
a pretty large chunk of money pretty soon, 
I am ready to exit this contract for good. 
But our expert reminds me that, while 
most contract codas are boring, some 
contain an M. Night Shyamalan-ian 
twist. For example, the famous but now 
deleted clause in Kyler Murray's most 
recent Cardinals contract, which set a 
required amount of study time for the 
quarterback, had led to speculation that 
the team felt he wasn't doing enough 
pregame homework. 

At the back end of Jackson's con- 
tract, we have no such luck. However, 
on page 16, Clause II, subsection IV, 
we find the following: 'Plaver agrees to 
provide Club with the name and contact 
information of his Primary Marketing 
Representative and to keep the Club up 
to date with respect to any changes to 
his marketing representation." 

At first glance this would seem to be 
in reference to Jackson's tight circle. His 
manager is his mother, Felicia Jones. But 
during his contract-negotiating period, 
the league office circulated a memo stat- 
ing that an alleged business associate of 
Jackson's, Ken Francis, was contacting 
teams on Jackson's behalf and attempt- 
ing to negotiate for him. Francis is not an 
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NFLPA-certified agent. Jackson denied 
the report on the social media platform 
formerly known as Twitter. 

Regardless ofthe truth of that report, 
it would make sense that Jackson might 
open himself up more to his potential 
as an athlete with commercial appeal. 
But it turns out the clause has nothing 
to do with the rumors about Jackson's 
team and representation. It's one of those 
contractual watermarks: Several Ravens 
players have it in their deals, and it pops 
up elsewhere, too. (Saints quarterback 
Derek Carr also has this requirement.) 
According to industry insiders, it is com- 
mon for teams to keep track of who their 
players are dealing with, whether agents 
or marketing professionals. Some fran- 
chises make it a contract mandate. 

Patrick Ricard, Baltimore's hybrid full- 
back and defensive lineman, also has to 
account for who controls his marketing 
dollars. While neither Ricard nor Jackson 
seem to have many high-profile endorse- 
ment deals at the moment, one would 
assume there is more of a necessity to 
keep tabs on Jackson's future business 
endeavors. Why require it in a contract? 
Because some team, somewhere, at some 
point in time, had no idea who to call. 

If we've learned anything from this 
exercise, it's that having someone who 
understands this wacky business is worth 
their weight in fictional option-year 
addendum gold. Jackson negotiated this 
deal on his own. In my mind, that makes 
him the most incredible quarterback I’ve 
ever seen both on and off the field. о 
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the franchise's revenue 
and valuation. Last season, 

without Messi, Inter brought 
in $58 million in revenue. 
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base after Messi signed with پس‎ 
Miami. In early June the service 
AS reportedly had 700,000 
— —- subscribers. By the time Messi 
debuted against Cruz Azul on 
July 21, that number had grown 
to more than one million. 
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Miami’s current rank 
among all U.S. pro franchises 
in Instagram audience. 

At the end of May, the club’s 
social followings looked like this: 
Instagram: 1,062,319 
TikTok: 814,000 
By mid-August those 
followings looked like this: 
Instagram: 14,408,741 (+1,256%) 

TikTok: 6,600,000 (47112) 


Jump in the secondary market 
price for Inter Miami matches 
on SI Tickets after Messi’s 
arrival. Before July 15 those 
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games: from $437.16 to $836.71. 


OU DON'T have to be ап Angels 

diehard to know Shohei Ohtani 

is a unicorn: No player—not 

even Babe Ruth—has com- 
bined hitting and pitching excellence as 
he has. And you don’t have to be a con- 
tracts nerd to know Ohtani will soon be 
in a financial class by himself. As a free 
agent this offseason he'll likely sign the 
first $500 million deal in MLB, the NFL, 
NBA or NHL. 

Less well-known: Ohtani is already the 
highest single-season earner in MLB his- 
tory, and not because of his $30 million 
salary. According to a Forbes report, 
he takes in an estimated MLB-record 
$35 million from endorsement partners 
this year. The next-highest 2023 total 
in MLB? Aaron Judge’s $4.5 million. 
(The non-Ohtani record is believed to 
be $6.5 million by Bryce Harper in '21.) 
Ohtani’s total 23 comp of $65 million is 
an all-time high for MLB. 


END — —  — — — — 


خم مو وص وص И‏ يو وص ПИ‏ 


SHO 
HIM THE 
MONEY 


~ 
— n 


Ohtani has become a marketing 
colossus in the U.S. (he has partnerships 
with New Balance, Fanatics and Topps, 
among others) and in his native Japan, 
where he is sponsored by a cosmetics 
company, a pharmaceutical firm and 
Seiko. According to sports marketing 
tracker SponsorUnited, 22 Japanese 
brands advertised at Angel Stadium 
during the 2022 season. 

Last October, Katsuhiro Miyamoto, an 
economics professor at Kansai University 
in Osaka, released a study estimating 
Ohtani's economic impact. Accounting 
for things like tickets and merchandise, 
broadcasting rights related to Ohtani and 
travel bv fans to his games, Mivamoto 
gauged the Gross Ohtani Product for 
2022 to be around $337 million. 'We 
are thankful to live in the same era where 
we can witness Ohtani's greatness,” the 
professor wrote. That goes for accoun- 
tants as well as baseball fans. о 
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RIGHT PLACE, 
— RIGHT TIME 


T'S ONE OF the 
most coveted 
titles in sports: 
highest-paid 
player in the NBA. And 
thanks to the quirks of 
the league's collective 
bargaining agreement, 
it's also by definition 
one of the most 
difficult honorifics to 


hold on to. Especially 

if you've come by it 
through the designated 
veteran player 
extension—what non- 
capologists know as the 
supermax contract. 

In simple terms, the 
supermax allows teams 
to re-sign their own 
elite plavers for alarger 


percentage of their cap 
than other teams could 
offer, and for more 
than a lesser plaver 
with the same amount 
of service time could 
earn. (Essentiallv, a 
starting salarv of up to 
35% of the team salary 
cap in the first year, 
with up to 8% annual 
raises built in.) The 
latest beneficiary is the 
Celtics’ Jaylen Brown: 
In July he got a five- 
year extension worth 
up to $304 million. The 
deal, which will kick 

in next season, is the 
richest by total value in 
NBA history. 
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Did Brown earn it 
by leading the league 
in scoring? (No, he's 
finished in the top 10 
in points per game 
only опсе in his seven 
seasons.) Being a 
perennial All-Star or 
MVP? (No: two All-Star 
appearances and zero 
MVP votes.) 

Brown became 
eligible for a supermax 
by being named to the 
AIl-NBA second team 
last season. Past that, 
his best qualification 
for assuming the title 
of Contract King was 
his timing. After several 
years of single-digit 
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annual growth the NBA 
salary cap jumped by 10% 
for the 2022-23 season and 
another 10% for this season, 
to $138 million. (It was under 
$110 million as recently 
as "20.1 A deal tied to a 
percentage of the cap will 
automatically set records. 
Brown's total value 
dwarfs several players 
who had the misfortune of 
signing supermaxes way 


Brown isn't likely to 
hang оп ta his place 
atop the NBA cantract 
leaderboard for long. 
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back |п... 2021 ог '22. 
Denver’s Nikola Jokiċ—a 
two-time МУР and now 

an NBA champion—had 
held the biggest-contract 
crown based on the 
five-year, $276 million 

deal he signed in July '22. 
Brown should enjoy the 
mantle while he can: His 
teammate Jayson Tatum 
has the requisite number 
of AIl-NBA appearances to 
be eligible for a supermax 
next summer and is all 

but certain to command 

a larger deal. As the МВА 
econamy grows, stars 
benefit—but timing matters 
as much as what thev do on 
the court. о 
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NORTHWESTERN'S HAZING SCANDAL IS THE LATEST 
IN A LONG RUN OF BIG-TIME ATHLETICS DISGRACES. 
HOW MUCH DOES AN AFFAIR LIKE THIS END UP COSTING 
A SCHOOL? WE BREAK DOWN THE NUMBERS 
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Fitzgerald, who 
plaved for two 

Big Ten champion 
Northwestern squads, 
had been the team’s 
coach since 2006. 


he saying in academia goes like this: The battles are so 
vicious because the stakes are so low. Presumably it 
comes with an exception for the fierce fights involving 
a school’s athletic department. In that corner of the 
university, the stakes aren’t low at all. Especially when 
it comes to the fallout from scandal. — 


It was a typical Friday news dump, 
late on the morning of July 7. A small 
item crawled across screens and perhaps 
popped up on news alerts: Northwestern’s 
football coach, Pat Fitzgerald, received a 
two-week suspension—in midsummer, 
coinciding with the weeks he was sup- 
posed to take vacation—after an inves- 
tigation into a complaint about hazing 
within his program. Nothing to see here, 
folks. But, of course, there was. 

By the end of the weekend, after a 
damning, detailed story in the student 
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newspaper, The Daily Northwestern, school 
president Michael Schill declared he had 
been hasty in dispensing such a light 
punishment and had an “epiphany” (his 
word when addressing the team, mul- 
tiple sources tell SPORTS ILLUSTRATED) 
about his decision-making. By Monday, 
Fitzgerald, a star Wildcats player in the 
1990s and head coach since 2006, had 
been relieved of his duties. A welter of 
other hazing accounts began to surface. 
Like a rock thrown into Lake Michigan, 
the scandal rippled out. 
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Fitzgerald soon stood accused of over- 
seeing a culture not just of hazing but 
also one of racism and sexual miscon- 
duct. Details about the football team's 
hazing rites—some of them sexualized, 
others physically abusive—came to light 
in interviews and lawsuits. 

Other Northwestern sports programs 
and coaches were implicated. Though 
the school framed it as unrelated, within 
three days of Fitzgerald's firing, baseball 
coach Jim Foster was terminated after a 
separate investigation found "sufficient 
evidence” that he “engaged in bullying 
and abusive behavior." (Three of his for- 
mer staffers have since sued the univer- 
sity.) Complaints of bullying, lodged in a 
lawsuit by an NU volleyball player, also 
surfaced. As did a 2015 book written by 
NU's new-ish athletic director (arrived in 
"21), Derrick Gragg, with a chapter titled: 
“Women: Our Greatest Distraction." 

Fitzgerald has denied any knowledge 
of the hazing, and Foster has denied 
wrongdoing. Schill and Gragg referred 
to past statements condemning hazing 
but declined further comment on the 
matter. The university has said it does not 
comment on pending litigation but that 
itis working to improve its athletic cul- 
ture. (It also says the volleyball incident 
was dealt with appropriately at the time 
and that the baseball lawsuit lacks merit.) 

More than a month after the initial 
'Fridav news dump;" there persisted a 
steady drumbeat of headlines, assertions, 
denials, counter-assertions, impromptu 
statements, delicately crafted statements 
and, inevitably, lawsuits. It has all come 
at a considerable expense. To the survi- 
vors. To the school's reputation. To the 
fabric of the community. And, of course, 
to the balance sheets of the football 
program in particular and the school 
in general. 

But what is the potential economic 
impact of a contemporary college sports 
scandal, of bad behavior unaddressed and 
then a crisis clumsily addressed? *You're 


looking at nine figures of cost associated 
with this,” says Scott Rosner, a professor 
who leads the sports management pro- 
gram at Columbia. “And probably closer 
to mid than low.” 

As a private school, NU isn’t required 
to disclose its finances or respond to open 
records requests. But by analyzing scan- 
dals that have befallen public schools in 
the same conference—Michigan State, 
Ohio State and Penn State—we can 
extrapolate. Based on those figures 
(and interviews with six well-placed 
Northwestern sources, each requesting 
anonymity), any projection that the scan- 
dal will have a $100 million price tag 
appears, if anything, to be conservative, 
considering the many areas its fallout 
will ripple into. 

A rough price breakdown: 


FACILITIES: $80 MILLION 


Schill is not a product of the sports 
ecosystem. The NU president likes to 
recount how, when he was an under- 
graduate at Princeton, he would lose 
himself in the library on Friday nights. 
Schill would become a dazzling legal 
scholar, specializing in housing, his 
research often focused on how closely 
the real estate we own (or not) and the 
state of our neighborhoods correlate 
with life opportunities. 

Which is to say that, while not a sports 
fan, per se, Schill surely had a special 
appreciation for the 2022 announce- 
ment that the Patrick and Shirley Ryan 
family would be contributing nearly 
$500 million to Northwestern, with 
a healthy chunk earmarked for a new 
“best-in-class” football stadium. 

While Northwestern has, since the 
1890s, been a member of the Big Ten—a 
conference that now rewards its schools 
with upward of $60 million annually 
from media rights—its basketball and 
football teams often lagged—in part due 
to the school’s high academic standards 
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that hampered recruiting. A first-rate 
football stadium, however, would help 
NU compete. As Schill’s research thesis 
attests, upgraded real estate would likely 
lead to greater prosperity. 

Since the announcement of the Ryan 
gift, other donors have joined, and the 
cost of the new stadium has soared to 
$800 million. Though the project is work- 
ing through the Evanston City Council 
and still short of all approvals, the school 
was already inquiring about playing 
games at Soldier Field and Wrigley Field 
during construction, according to a per- 
son close to the program. 

But a crisis has a way of destabiliz- 
ing the ever-teetering stack of interests 
that undergird massive projects. Within 
days of the news of the hazing scandal, a 
group of Northwestern professors asked 
the school to stop the planning of the 
project “until this crisis is satisfacto- 
rily resolved.” These faculty members 
reasoned that the athletic department 
needed “to get the existing house in 
order before expanding it.” 

Schill responded in an interview with 
The Daily Northwestern: “Ryan Field 
needs to be resolved on its own merits 
and based upon the benefits that it will 
create for the community versus the 
costs that will occur.” 


on Braun (top), a first-time 
head coach, to steady the 
Wildcats’ ship. 


This, however, presupposes Ше 
donors, including the Rvan familv, 
remain enthusiastic about their dona- 
tions. Northwestern has an uncommonly 
large board of trustees, with 70 members, 
and attempting to divine the mindset of 
the Ryan family, which declined mul- 
tiple requests for comment, has become 
something of a parlor game. 

According to a source closely tied to 
recent deliberations among NU trust- 
ees, the Ryan family has long sup- 
ported Fitzgerald. So much so that an 
architect's rendering of the upgraded 
Ryan Field featured a statue of the 
two-time All-American during his 
playing days. The family *has always 
liked [Fitzgerald], liked that he went 
to Northwestern, liked that he played 
football, liked that he was a Chicago 
kid and even that he's Irish,” the person 
says. The source suggests that after 
Fitzgerald's firing and subsequent 
damage control the family perceives 


The Ryan family ۳ 


as clumsy, the Ryans are “maybe not 
exactly fired up to get this built with the 
current leadership in place." Another 
board of trustees source, however, tells 
SI they believe the Ryan family remains 
“fully committed to this legacy play.” 

If the school or the donors take the 
dramatic step of canceling the project, 
the scandal's bottom line will really 
change. For the time being, uncertainty 
tends to lead to delays, and delays tend 
to add an average of 1090 to budget 
projections of large-scale projects. In 
this case, in the likely event that the 
fallout from the hazing scandal mate- 
rially alters the timetable, that math 
would work out to roughly $80 million 
in additional costs. 


INDEPENDENT LEGAL 
INVESTIGATIONS: $10 MILLION 


Northwestern first learned of the allega- 
tions late last November when a football 
player left an anonymous account with 
the athletic department's compliance 
office. Within days, the school took the 
conventional first step of retaining an 
outside law firm to conduct an indepen- 
dent investigation. 

The university hired the white-shoe 
firm ArentFox Schiff. Leaving aside the 
ethical question of whether an inves- 
tigation can be truly 'independent' 
when one interested party is footing the 
bill, this service does not come cheap. 


, liked that he went to 
Northwestern," says a person close to the trustees. 


Industry sources tell SI that fees can run 
as high as $1,500 an hour per lawyer. 

Northwestern has controversially 
declined to make the full ArentFox Schiff 
report public, releasing only a summary. 
The report was completed in June and 
entailed more than 50 interviews and 
the reviewing of “hundreds of thousands 
of emails and player survey data dating 
back to 2014.” Which suggests thousands 
of billed hours. 

In 2018, Ohio State hired the Seattle- 
based Perkins Coie law firm to conduct 
an investigation into sexual assault 
allegations—lodged mostly by former 
athletes—against Richard Strauss, a 
longtime faculty member and Buckeyes 
team doctor, who was also a serial sexual 
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Narthwestern's biggest 
benefactor, Patrick Ryan 
committed millions to the 
school’s new stadium project 
(rendering below right), but 
he has been mum on future 
support in light of the scandal. 


predator. The cost to OSU of the damn- 
ing investigation: $6.2 million. 

The initial Northwestern hazing inves- 
tigation was less time-consuming and 
less sweeping than Ohio State’s—let’s 
estimate it at $5 million. 

Then on Aug. 1, the school announced 
that former U.S. attorney general 
Loretta Lynch—now at the prominent 
global law firm Paul Weiss, the same 
firm responsible for the $2.5 million 
NFL Deflategate investigation—will 
“lead an independent review of the pro- 
cesses and accountability mechanisms 
in place at the University to detect, 
report and respond to potential miscon- 
duct in its athletics programs, including 
hazing, bullying and discrimination of 
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any kind.” It will also assess “Ше cul- 
ture of Northwestern Athletics and its 
relationship to the academic mission." 
Former attorneys general tend not 
to work for cheap. Let's say this second 
investigation costs at least as much as 
the first: Tack on another $5 million. 


BUYOUTS/SEARCH FEES: 
$50 million 


Fitzgerald, 48, was two seasons into a 
deal that paid him a reported $5.75 mil- 
lion a year through 730, a balance of more 
than $40 million. When the school fired 
him on July 10, Schill's open letter noted 
a “broken” culture in explaining his rea- 
sons for dismissal. Subtext: Fitzgerald not 


only had to go, but he violated his contrac- 
tual duty to run a safe program. 

Fitzgerald wasted little time respond- 
ing, instructing his agent and his attor- 
ney, former U.S. attorney Dan Webb, to 
“take the necessary steps to protect my 
rights in accordance with the law." 

As with so many employment law 
cases, Fitzgerald's likely will hinge on 
whether he was fired for cause. If so, 
Fitzgerald would not be entitled to com- 
pensation, as he would be deemed to 
have violated his employment contract. 
In the absence of cause, he would not be 
reinstated, but Northwestern would be 
deemed to have breached the employ- 
ment contract and be obligated to fulfill 
the remaining balance. 
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There are no bright lines here. 
Fitzgerald's lawyers might seize on the 
fact that Northwestern initially felt the 
wrongdoing merited only a two-week 
suspension without pay. Then, after much 
public outcry but scant new evidence, 
the school took a much harsher stance. 
Sources in the Fitzgerald camp tell SI that 
the coach's suit would also likely make 
reference to well-paying opportunities 
he chose not to pursue at Texas and USC, 
and seek damages for lost future income. 

In asserting the firing was for cause, 
Northwestern might point to new evi- 
dence that has emerged, as more players 
have come forward to say that Fitzgerald 
was aware of the hazing, many describ- 
ing a similar hostile environment. Or 
that it strains credulity to think the most 
successful player in school history and 
most successful coach in school history 
would be oblivious to long-running ritu- 
als within the program. Or that for all 
the general support the former coach has 
received from players past and present, 
no one has emerged to agree specifically 
with Fitzgerald's assertion that he had 
no knowledge of the hazing. 

More likely still: This matter will 
not go to trial. A discovery phase could 
make public both parties' texts, emails 
and conversations. The likelihood of 
embarrassment on both sides is con- 
siderable. Discovered material could 
severely challenge Fitzgerald's pursuit 
of another coaching job. It also could 
impose damage on the reputation of 
Northwestern and its administrators. 

Using history as our guide, the sides 
will reach a settlement—with nondis- 
paragement clauses and offset clauses, if 
Fitzgerald gets another commensurate 
coaching job—for some, not all, of the 
remaining balance on his contract. Let's 
round to $20 million. 

Then there are the fees, including 
the search fee, that will attend find- 
ing Fitzgerald's successor. Defensive 
coordinator David Braun was named 
interim head coach. He arrived earlier 
this year from North Dakota State and 
thus is untainted by the past culture. 
But is Northwestern willing to make a 
long-term bet on someone who'd never 
been a college head coach and got the 
interim job only by unlikely battlefield 


promotion? If not, given the residual 
broom-and-dustpan duties (and transfer 
portal exodus) wrought by the scandal, 
Northwestern will likely have to pay 
above-market rates for its next coach. 
And it already hired Skip Holtz—likely 
mid-six figures—with his 22 years of 
NCAA head coaching experience as a 
consultant to support Braun. 

And what of Gragg? The embattled 
AD has been harshly criticized, not least 
for failing to return immediately from a 
leisure trip to Europe when the scandal 
erupted. Schill has publicly supported 
Gragg, but with multiple NU coaches 
already fired and his controversial writ- 
ings about *booty-shaking sex-kittens or 
materialistic gold-diggers" imperiling 
male athletes, Gragg's leadership has 
been undermined. If he does get canned, 
however, it won't likely be for cause. Thus 
the school will owe him the balance of 
his contract, roughly $1 million annually, 
sources say. (Gragg says he returned from 
Europe as soon as was practical and that 
he rejects that his book *casts women in 
an unfavorable light" and that sections of 
his book have been taken out of context.) 

Likewise, Schill has been widely 
criticized for his crisis management, 
such as it is. If he does not survive this 
scandal? While his salary is not a mat- 
ter of public record, we can extrapolate. 
Almost a decade ago, The Chronicle of 


The much-criticized Schill 
(opposite) has so far held 
an ta his job, unlike Faster 
(below), who was fired 
when revelations about his 
baseball program emerged. 
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Higher Education reported that NU's 
president at the time, Schill’s predeces- 
sor, Morton Schapiro, earned an annual 
salary of $2.35 million. Schill came to NU 
from running the University of Oregon, 
where, according to public records, in 
2022 he was earning $780,000 in addi- 
tion to retirement contributions, a vehicle 
stipend, a residence and other amenities. 
Assume, conservatively, Schill's deal 
pays him $2 million annually and, as 
presidents often do, he signed a five-year 
pact. Schill may not have handled this 
scandal and messaging gracefully, but it's 
hard to make a case he could be fired for 
cause. As such, NU could be on the hook 
for another $8 million to $10 million. 


VICTIM SETTLEMENTS: 
$25 MILLION 


Not unpredictably, within days of the 
firing of Fitzgerald and additional 
reporting about hazing rituals adversely 
impacting Northwestern and particu- 
larly targeting athletes of color, law- 
yers began filing lawsuits against the 
school on behalf of former athletes. 
Soon, the prominent civil rights attor- 
ney Ben Crump arrived on the scene. 

After likening the scandal to col- 
lege sports’ “#МеТоо moment,” Crump 
announced that “dozens” of former NU 
football, baseball and softball players 
had contacted his office. A day later he 
revealed that he would be representing 
an initial class of 12 former NU athletes. 
A day after, there were 15 plaintiffs. Other 
plaintiffs have signed up with other law- 
yers, and the list continues to grow. 

Steven Levin, senior partner at the 
Levin & Perconti firm, is working with 
Crump. He says: “We hope that maybe 
Northwestern will come to the table and 
say, ‘You know what, let’s see what we 
can do here. ” 

What would that look like? In other 
recent college sports scandals, some 
schools have settled; others have chosen 
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to litigate the claims made against them. 
Public records indicate that Penn State 
has paid more than $118 million to the 
survivors assaulted by former football 
assistant coach Jerry Sandusky. In 2018, 
Michigan State agreed to a $500 million 
settlement with hundreds of survivors of 
sexual abuse from former team doctor 
Larry Nassar, an average of more than 
$1 million per athlete. Though more than 
200 claims are still pending, Ohio State 
has reached settlements with nearly 
300 survivors in the Strauss scandal, 
averaging roughly $250,000 per person. 

Unsavory and inexact as it is to com- 
pare scandals, given the fact patterns, 
the Northwestern allegations align more 
closely with OSU's than they do the scan- 
dals at Penn State or Michigan State. 
Let's say 100 former NU athletes settle 
each claim for $250,000: That will add 
$25 million to the school's ledger. 


ADDITIONAL LEGAL FEES: 
$20 MILLION 


Most colleges and universities, 
Northwestern included, have their own 
general counsel and legal departments. 
But when beset by a sprawling scandal 
that makes national news, the schools 
tend to outsource the legal work to out- 
side counsel. That is, large private firms 
that do everything from crafting settle- 
ments to crisis management to negotiat- 
ing with insurance companies. 

Ohio State, for instance, has employed 
multiple local and national law firms 
to defend claims of its former athletes 
in the Strauss scandal. The most cur- 
sory filings in that matter list multiple 
lawyers—suggesting tens of thousands 
in legal fees for even minor motions. 

Consider the sheer volume of litigation 
Northwestern faces. The claims of alleged 
victims. Wrongful termination claims. The 
real estate claims stemming from any delay 
of the Ryan-led construction project. The 
general crisis management. The school 
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is looking at a huge price tag in outside 
legal bills. Note, too, that former athletes 
have sued not just NU but also individual 
defendants— coaches; administrators; 
and Jim Phillips, the previous athletic 
director who is now ACC commissioner 
(and who has denied knowledge of the 
hazing). Because the claims against the 
individuals came within the scope of their 
employment at NU, the school likely will 
be responsible for those legal bills as well. 


DECLINE IN DONATIONS 


Decades after the fact, collegiate ath- 
letic departments still talk about 
the *Flutie Effect." In the mid-'80s, 
Doug Flutie's heroics as Boston College's 
quarterback elevated the entire school. 
School spirit swelled. Applications 
soared. So did alumni contributions. This 
is still referenced when athletic depart- 
ments make the case that success in 
sports redounds to the entire university. 

By extension, one might reason that 
the converse holds true. That is, a sports 
scandal will harm applications and dona- 
tions. But the data is, at best, inconclusive. 

When, for instance, Stanford decided to 
cut 11 varsity sports in the face ofthe pan- 
demic, it triggered lawsuits and consider- 
able backlash, especially among alumni. 
But this was not to the detriment of under- 
graduate applications nor contributions, 
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both of which hit record highs. In the 
end, Stanford reversed position and kept 
the sports programs, citing 'an improved 
financial picture with increased fund- 
raising potential." 

Multiple sources tell SI one reason 
Northwestern's scandal has been so 
untidy is that among the board of trust- 
ees—many of them the school’s biggest 
donors, including Ryan—opinions run 
the gamut. Some remain deeply sup- 
portive of Fitzgerald and disapprove of 
Schill’s handling of the matter. Others 
are proud of the school for taking what 
they view as a principled stand against 
bullying and removing a coach who, in 
their minds, oversaw a culture of toxic 
masculinity in a pocket of the university 
that already wielded too much power. 
If the first group might be inclined to 
reduce their donations, the second group 
might be inclined to increase theirs. One 
suspects these same fault lines exist for 
the entire base of alumni donors. 

For all the divides within the NU com- 
munity, there is some common ground. 
There's little disagreement that the school 
has suffered for its bungled messaging 
and a breakdown in the public relations 
apparatus. And that it has suffered for 
its academic reputation. 'Tf this [hazing] 
happens at another Power 5 school, is it 
even a story?" asks one former NU varsity 
athlete. “Because it's Northwestern, it 
adds to the shock factor." 

In all, 575 estimate for the total 
accounting of Northwestern's hazing 
scandal is $165 million. Yet if the school's 
prestige has kindled this debacle, it will 
also enable the school to get through it. 
Sources tell SI that Northwestern has 
“considerable” insurance that will help 
defray some of the costs associated with 
the scandal, but not nearly all—and the 
insurance companies are likely to put up 
a fight. (The school also has a $14 billion 
endowment, one ofthe dozen or so larg- 
estin the country.) As much attention as 
the scandal has generated, the athletic 
department is not the *front porch" of the 
school, the way it is at other universities. 

'Scandals—especiallv at academically 
elite institutions—have a way of reveal- 
ing cracks in the foundation," says 
Rosner. 'Thev can be fixed. It's just that 
repair isn't cheap." a 
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In Пауда 5 league, 6 
umpires were known to 
signal a six, cricket's 
version of a home 

run, when the ball had 
decidediv not been 
batted over a fence. 
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Vet in Mav 2022, as temperatures 
soared above 110°, one Molipuri man 
toiled around the clock on a hangdog 
farming plot a f'ive-minute walk out- 
side the village, bound on one side bv 
a reservoir and on the other bv a grove 
of mango trees. The man's name was 
Shoeb Davda, a 35-year-old beanpole of 
a bangle merchant and a father of five, 
with a drawn face and beard like a war- 
bler's nest. He'd recently returned from 
a two-month trip to Moscow, where he 
had become entangled with a group of 
shadowy but well-financed men. They 
had an idea, inspired by the rise of the 
Indian Premier League, a quick-fire, 
eight-week-long cricket tournament every 
spring watched by some half a billion 
people globally. The IPL attracted mil- 
lions of punters from around the world 
to India's national obsession—and the 
men suspected those fans would bet year- 
round. Were Davda to establish his own, 
livestreamed cricket tournament, they 
suggested, wagers would follow, and he 
could cleave a slice of the sport's new- 
found betting riches for himself. 

It would not be easy: To attract online 
bettors, Davda was told, he would have 
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to create something that looked like the 
IPL—down to the players, uniforms, 
equipment, broadcast quality and, tough- 
est of all, a stadium. From nothing. It 
was a herculean, harebrained task. But 
Davda's businesses had hit the skids, and 
his prospects for work in Molipur, filled 
with poverty, were hopeless. With his 
father having passed, he was the family's 
sole breadwinner. He said yes. 


turned Davda down before he 
—— convinced a local millet 
farmer to rent out his scrubby plot for 
about $3,000 a year. Davda mowed it 
into a parched but playable surface and 
pinned a flat, pale-green mat to its cen- 
ter as the 22-yard plain on which bowl- 
ers would pitch to batters. Three hours 
away in Ahmedabad, Gujarat's largest 
city, he bought playing equipment: balls, 
protective pads and the wooden stumps 
and bails that constitute cricket's physi- 
cal strike zone. He also acquired five 
high-definition cameras, two LED 
screens, walkie-talkies and halogen 
lamps. With the help of a man named 
Sagib Saifi, whom the Russians had 


S EVERAL LANDOWNERS 


brought to Molipur from Meerut, a citv 
near Delhi, Davda hooked the lamps to 
10 poles dotted around the field's edge. 
Now he could stage matches even 
after nightfall. 

At one end, behind the batter's eye, 
Davda erected a four-story scaffold to 
act as the principal camera gantry. A few 
yards away, in the mango trees’ dappled 
shade, he built a small tin scorer's hut 
in which he installed a desk, chairs and 
the two screens, plus microphones he 
borrowed from a nearby Hindu temple. 
He raised standing speakers on both 
sides of the hut to pipe crowd noise onto 
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the field. Everything was hooked up to 
a portable generator. 

Improbably, by early June, after six 
weeks of labor, Davda’s field of dreams 
was ready to roll. A week before, just 
65 miles away, 105,000 fans had packed 
Ahmedabad’s glittering new cricket sta- 
dium, named for Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, to watch the IPL final. 
Those grounds were to Davda’s stadium 
as the Taj Mahal is to a cowshed. But in 
tiny Molipur, the field was a miracle. 

Davda enlisted two friends as umpires. 
Hiring 22 players was a breeze. Molipur 
is a stone’s throw from Modi’s hometown 


of Vadnagar but light-years from the 
urban development that is a hallmark of 
his decade-long rule. In that time, cities 
like Ahmedabad have been transformed, 
and India, now the world’s most popu- 
lous nation with 1.4 billion people, has 
grown into one of its strongest econo- 
mies. But Modi’s Hindu Nationalist 
vision has had little space for India’s 
more than 210 million Muslims, let alone 
those who make up a remote village 
like Molipur. Few of the town’s streets 
are paved, homes remain unfinished 
and jobs—especially post-COVID-19— 
are scarce. 

When Davda was scouting for talent, 
a Molipuri lucky enough to work could 
expect to earn around three bucks a day. 
Davda offered them almost $5 per game, 
with each comprising a single innings 
of six 'overs'—units of six deliveries— 
per side. A match would last around 
45 minutes, and Davda aimed to play 
three daily. Even by the standards of the 
IPL’s 20-overs-per-side, or T20, matches, 
which usually run about two and a half 
hours, they were blitzes—and much faster 
than the sport’s marquee Test format, 
which can last hundreds of overs spread 
across several eight-hour days. More and 
faster games meant more money for the 
players—and more opportunities for bet- 
tors to part with their cash. 

Sanjay Thakur heard about Davda’s 
tournament from a friend in the village. 
The idea smelled as funky as the farm- 
houses he mucked out for bottom-rate 
pay, and he thought it best not to tell 
his wife. But the money was too good 
to ignore. On June 8, 2022, Thakur cap- 
tained a side in the inaugural match of 
Molipur's “IPL,” donning the uniform of 
the Chennai Super Kings against a side 
dressed as the Mumbai Indians, both 
real IPL teams. In Davda’s livestream 
the teams were referred to by knock- 
off names, the Chennai Fighters and 
the Haryana Warriors, but no matter. 
Everything ran smoothly, and when it 
ended, the players hydrated and changed 
uniforms beneath the mango trees, tak- 
ing on the identity of a pair of new teams. 

But when they retook the field for 
the second game, things got strange. 
Sometimes a batter swung and missed 
but one of the two on-field umpires, after 


consulting his walkie-talkie, would raise 
both hands to signal a six, the cricket 
version of a home run. Other times the 
official told a bowler to loop the ball 
slowly, so it could more easily be dis- 
patched into the long grass beyond the 
field's spray-painted boundary line. ^We 
didn't like it," Thakur told me. “I was 
made the captain, but I never took part 
in any decision." 

As the games progressed, the players 
largely figured out what was unfolding 
around them. None of them were permit- 
ted near the scorer's hut, though, whence 
emanated a voice eerily similar to that 
of Harsha Bhogle's, India's most famous 
cricket play-by-play commentator and 
pundit. Had they peeked through its 
tin-snipped viewing hatch, they'd have 
seen the nerve center of a wildly elabo- 
rate scam. As police reports described 
it, Davda, Saifi and a third man named 
Rishabh Jain were huddled inside, 
streaming games to a YouTube channel 
named CenturyHittersT20 and input- 
ting scores to a ticker site. They focused 
the camera tightly around the 22-yard 
strip between bowler and batter, ensur- 
ing that, once hit, a ball's destiny was 
revealed to viewers only via the hand 
signals of Davda's handpicked umpires 
and the play-by-play calls from Saifi, the 
skilled Bhogle impressionist. 

The umpires received their orders from 
the hut via walkie-talkie—after the hut 
had received them from a Russian who 
called himself Misha and whose instruc- 
tions, via the encrypted messaging app 
Telegram, flashed up on one ofthe LED 
screens. Bets from Russian punters rolled 
in on the other screen. *You want to win 
Punjab Giants?" asked the hut in one typ- 
ical exchange, referencing one of Davda's 
counterfeit teams. “Хо,” replied Misha. 
“Ahmedabad Tuskers." 

Despite the secrecy, anybody could 
tell the games were a fix. Nonetheless, 
some 50 villagers showed up daily to 
enjoy Davda's ballyhoo and cheer on 
their boys. The league also attracted a 
group of a dozen men nobody knew— 
out-of-towners who sat on the boundary, 
checking their phones and paying close 
attention to the action. 

By mid-morning June 16, nine days 
into the sham, Thakur was playing in a 


Davda's player. 
changed unifarms 
beside the field 
between games to 
pack in more matches 
between supposediv 
different teams. 


“quarterfinal” when an opposing batter 
thumped the ball into the bushes. When 
Thakur ran to fetch it, the strange men 
got up and began sprinting onto the field. 
Thakur's first instinct was to crouch and 
hide in the overgrow—but he saw that 
only one man, Davda, was attempting to 
escape. Thakur stood up, and one of the 
men approached him. “Теге no need 
to get the ball,” he said. He was a cop. 
The officers seized the equipment 
and hauled all 22 players to a station in 
the nearby city of Mehsana. They gave 
statements, and the police let them go. 
No such fate awaited Davda, Saifi, Jain 
and the two umpires. Officials hit them 
all with conspiracy charges carrying a 
maximum prison term of seven years. 
They were released on bail after two 
days. (Efforts to reach both umpires and 
most of the players were unsuccessful.) 


Ittook around a month for local media 
to break the news of the plucky villagers 
who'd built a league from nothing and 
rigged games to put one over on Russian 
bettors—a plot ripped, it seemed, right 
from the pages of a Bollywood script. 
Headlines soon blared across the 
globe. In Great Britain, The Guardian 
noted how the *scheme has echoes of 
The Sting'—the 1973 Paul Newman and 
Robert Redford movie in which con men 
organize a fake betting parlor to scam 
a mob boss. 

Cops at the time claimed the scheme 
had raked in a total of $4,300, a small 
figure to American ears but big-time dol- 
lars in Molipur. Cricket stars chimed in 
on social media, as did the real Bhogle. 
"Can't stop laughing,” he tweeted. 

But something much bigger was going 
on. And it wasn’t a comedy at all. 
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КЕ c HEN BUSINESSMAN 
W Lalit Modi (no relation to the 
—— prime minister) conceived the 
IPL, in 2007, cricket “purists” queued 
up to ridicule the concept. “Test cricket 
is like a single malt scotch because you 
remember every sip,” said historian 
Ramachandra Guha in 2016. “АП that 
you remember after a T20 is that you 
got smashed." 

But cricket fans couldn't resist a cheap 
drink—and Modi's creation, with showy 
touches like flamethrowers, cheerlead- 
ers and VIP boxes stuffed with stars of 
Bollywood and big industry, dripped 
with tamasha, an Indian word meaning 
at once glamour, fun and high drama. 
Today the IPL’s media-rights deal 
pays more per match than any league 
except the NFL. Where Indian cricket 
was once dominated by the merchant 
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classes of four former-colonial strong- 
holds—Mumbai, New Delhi, Kolkata 
and Chennai—it has now spread to less- 
gilded outposts, offering superstardom 
to slumdogs. “The IPL is a story of mod- 
ern India,” broadcaster Boria Majumdar 
says— "that everyone can aspire to be rich 
and prosperous.” 

It is a source of huge pride, there- 
fore, that, in the IPL, India has a world- 
beating entertainment product—not least 
in a sport foisted upon it by invading 
Redcoats (it is lost on few that, now, the 
best English cricketers come to India to 
play in Ше sport's top league). But the IPL 
has inherited the corruption that plagued 
the “gentleman’s game” long before Lalit 
Modi came along. Gambling and cricket 
have coexisted for almost three centu- 
ries—English aristocrats drew up the 
first official rules of the game in 1744 
with the express purpose of settling bet- 
ting disputes—and bookies have flooded 
the sport with dark money ever since. In 
2000, gangsters persuaded the captains 
of India and South Africa to throw Test 
matches. Ten years later, English police 
jailed three Pakistani stars and a bookie 
for participation in a fixing scandal. 

Early IPL franchise owners were a 
rogue’s gallery of con men, carpetbag- 
gers and scoundrels—none worse than 
Lalit Modi himself, a splashy Duke- 
educated businessman with prior con- 
victions for cocaine possession, kidnap- 
ping and assault. In 2013, after Indian 
cricket authorities banned him for 
offenses including rigging bids in the 
auction of two franchises and selling 
media rights without authorization, he 
fled to London. That same year, an IPL 
betting scandal ended the careers of a 
star Indian bowler and a team owner. 

Barely a season has passed since 
without accusations of IPL match fix- 
ing. Twenty years ago, before the IPL, 
a top-level Indian domestic player 
earned between $25 and $75 per match. 
Mobsters could seduce a player to throw 
games with a few thousand bucks. The 
IPL’s highest earner in 2023, England's 
Sam Curran, made $2.26 million for 
last season’s 14 matches. That type of 
pay, the league’s organizers say, makes 
it tougher for criminals to get a foothold 
in dressing rooms. 


At the same time, Ше IPL's popularity 
means that people gamble on it from 
London to Lahore, swelling the rewards 
for would-be fixers. And while gambling 
in most forms has been illegal in India 
since colonialism, the proliferation of 
digital sportsbooks has allowed Indian 
bettors to satisfy their compulsions with 
a tap of their smartphones. 

Betting sites offer digital storefronts in 
the country while basing operations over- 
seas, making prosecution nearly impos- 
sible and contributing to an Indian ille- 
gal sports betting market now worth up 
to $150 billion. Even lower divisions and 
charity games can be targeted for manip- 
ulation. “So many things are happen- 
ing which we still don't have a grip оп,” 
says Chandramohan Puppala, the author 
of a 2019 book on match-fixing called 
No Ball. *Or even if we know, we don't 
know how to catch them." 

One investigator in Ahmedabad who 
asked not to be named told me that he'd 
busted two underground gambling rings 
worth $170 million and $85 million this 
year alone. Beneficiaries include politi- 
cians and even fellow cops, he added, 
which dampens the appetite for both 
regulation and investigation. 'Tf you 
start working too diligently,” he says, 
“you'll be harassed by your superiors.” 

The IPL, then, isn’t simply the 
tamasha-soaked talisman of modern 
India. For many it’s also a potential 
golden ticket, whether they’re holding 
a bat or a betting stub. As his country 
left him and his village behind, the ques- 
tion for Shoeb Davda was a simple one: 
Why shouldn’t cricket be his golden 
ticket, too? 


N EARLY 2020, Davda was in 

| deep trouble. His bangle store 
— was failing. So he borrowed 
almost $22,000 from the bank to pur- 
chase a local cowshed and a herd of 
cattle. It seemed like a safe bet. 

Then COVID-19 hit. Industry in 
Molipur grinded to a halt, and Davda 
couldn't get his cattle business off the 
ground. The bank wanted its cash 
back—and he couldn't pay. A friend 
told Davda he could make good money 
working illegally in a European country 
called Malta. But he couldn't fly there 
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direct. Instead, Ше friend said, 2 
would travel to Moscow, where Russians 
would hook him up with a Maltese visa. 
In Januarv 2022 he boarded a plane to 
the Russian capital, where he met a man 
he knew via Telegram only as Misha. 

Davda never made it to Malta. Instead, 
Misha dispatched him to a suburban 
Moscow factory. Davda says he boxed 
toys in one half of the building by day 
and slept in the other half alongside 
South Asian men by night. 'T was con- 
fined,” he told me when we spoke this 
spring on the stoop of his shuttered 
store. “I didn't see life outside." 

Slight with a soft belly, Davda wasn't 
built for heavy lifting. So when a couple 
of weeks later he was offered the chance 
to play indoor cricket for the equiva- 
lent of $700 a month, he leaped at the 
chance. Each day for six weeks thereaf- 
ter, Davda played between five and eight 
10-overs-per-side games in a bare-walled 
Moscow sports hall. There seemed to be 
some kind of league structure, but Davda 
couldn't fathom it. He knew something 
was fishy, though. Russians didn't know 
cricket. And by Davda's own admission, 
he wasn't much good at playing it. He 
was no athlete, with poor eyesight and 
bottle-top glasses. Which made the 
Moscow setup even stranger: There were 
high-end equipment and cameras that— 
as Davda learned—were livestreaming 
each match to a local betting website. 

When he returned to Molipur two 
months later, it was Misha—and, accord- 
ing to police reports, two Russia-based 
Pakistani men named Majid Khan and 
Mohammed Asif—who put Davda up to 
building his league. (Efforts to reach 
Khan failed. During a brief phone call, 
Asif denied any involvement.) If Davda 
could do it, Misha said, he'd pay him 
back for the gear, plus a $1,200 monthly 
stipend. To help, Misha would send Saifi 
and two Indian men who, like Davda, 
had played cricket in Russia: Jain and 
Ashok Chaudhary. Chaudhary had 
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recently tried—and failed—to establish a 
similar league hundreds of miles away in 
Meerut. (Chaudhary says that monkeys 
kept chewing through electrical cables, 
among other issues.) Police reports claim 
a Moscow-based grocer, Gurmeet Singh, 
then wired Davda an additional $5,000 
via informal lenders called angadias. 
(Singh refused to speak for this story.) 
Davda, dutifully, got to work. 

“If I knew it was going to be a betting 
racket," Davda told me coyly, 'T would 
not have gotten involved." That level of 
ignorance was hard to believe, I replied. 
But his plight was clear. He was dealing 
with powerful forces in Russia. In fact, 
it sounded like Davda had been traf- 
ficked into Russia, I told him. Silence. 
^He won't answer that question," my 
translator said. 


Wicket Rich 


The cops had identified Davda as the 
mastermind of the Molipur cricket scam— 
and that’s how he had been portrayed in 
global media. As he told his story, stand- 
ing on the stoop of the bangle store, the 
notion that Davda was a criminal mas- 
termind evaporated quicker than a lassi 
in the Gujurat sun. If anything, he was 
one of the tens of thousands of victims 
of human trafficking from India each 
year—of which Gujarat is a key source. 
What happened in Molipur was clearly 
being directed by Davda’s former captors. 
But Davda refused to elaborate on Misha. 

Who was he? The officers in Mehsana 
admitted they hadn’t even tried calling 


him, instead lodging a request Юг coop- 
eration with Russian authorities thev 
knew would be ignored. One thing was 
clear: Misha was part of something 
much bigger than Molipur. 


—£x N JUNE 22, a 42-year-old 
() - former Russian intelligence 
== agent named Sergey Karshkov 
visited a Zurich clinic for a routine MRI 
scan. He suffered an allergic reaction to 
the scan’s contrast fluid, fell into a coma 
and died. “It just can’t be,” his friend 
Pavel Muntyan posted to Facebook. 
“Sergey was one of the most athletic and 
healthy people I knew.” 


The FDA records a death rate of 
.00008% for such events, few of which 
occur in elite facilities like the one in 
Zurich. Some have grouped Karshkov 
with the 38 prominent Russian tycoons 
and critics of Vladimir Putin who’ve 
died in suspicious circumstances since 
Moscow invaded Ukraine last year. But 
if the Ukrainian-born Karshkov’s death 
was shrouded in mystery, it mirrored the 
company he cofounded in 2007: 1xBet. 

1xBet is probably the biggest sports- 
book on the planet—but it isn’t allowed 
to operate in the U.S., the U.K. or a host 
of other Western nations. Founded in 
Russia, licensed on the Caribbean island 
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of Curacao and headquartered in the 
Cypriot city of Limassol, its revenue is 
unknown. An investigation by the Dutch 
publication Follow the Money recently 
tracked $4 billion flowing through 
1xBet cryptocurrency accounts, indicat- 
ing that tens of billions of dollars likely 
move through the site annually. Even as 
authorities have banned it in countries 
like Spain and France, it has signed lucra- 
tive global endorsement deals with those 
countries' biggest soccer clubs, including 
FC Barcelona and Paris Saint-Germain. 

Russia banned 1xBet in 2014 for avoid- 
ing taxes, and Karshkov moved the firm 
to Cyprus. But 1xBet continued operating 
in its home nation under the spin-off sites 
1XStavka.com and 1XBit.com (for Bitcoin 
transactions) while signing a $5.5 million 
sponsorship deal with the state-backed 
soccer club Dynamo Moscow. Around 
the globe it has flouted bans for almost 
every betting infraction possible: from 
copyright violations, stealing deposits 
and marketing to minors, to offering 
odds on cockfights and even children’s 
sports. To date around 1,800 1xBet- 
affiliated sites appear on regulatory 
blacklists worldwide. 

1xBet’s remaining cofounders, 
Roman Semiokhin and Dmitry Kazorin, 
are wanted by Russian law enforcement. 
So are other figures associated with the 
company, for an array of charges, includ- 
ing drug trafficking. With its links to 
the Russian intelligence and criminal 
worlds, the true nature of the sprawling 
1xBet network is only vaguely under- 
stood. Its relationship with the Russian 
regime is similarly mysterious: Russia 
bans the service and labels the founders 
as wanted criminals but allows its knock- 
off sites and blesses it with sponsorship 
dollars from a state-owned club. 

The firm’s leaders live in open lux- 
ury in Limassol, alongside around 
400 employees. 1xBet parks revenue 
in tax havens in Curacao, Gibraltar, 
Liechtenstein and likely elsewhere. 

According to Russian media, authori- 
ties in that country have accused at least 
one close associate of 1xBet of money 
laundering. In fact, digital sportsbooks, 
especially loosely regulated ones like 
1xBet, are known as hubs for the activ- 
ity. The 20th-century casino boom 


meant crooks could exchange huge 
sums for chips before converting their 
winnings into clean cash—minus, of 
course, the house's cut. Digital sports- 
books are an even more profitable 
monev-laundering method, according 
to Ronan Lorcan O'Laoire, a sports 
crime and corruption expert at the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime. In “classic money laundering,” 
he says, “you probably need to invest 
20 to 25% of the funds you've collected 
illegally to buy a restaurant, buy a hotel, 
buy a property—then you hope of course 
that it increases in value.” By fixing con- 
tests on betting sites, however, the down 
payment is far smaller. “You pay off the 
referee or you pay off the players, a few 
thousand or whatever,” says O’Laoire. 
“You can guarantee the result.” 

1xBet has focused primarily on devel- 
oping markets in Africa, South America 
and, perhaps the biggest opportunity of 
all: India. The country’s booming bet- 
ting market and “free-for-all” regulation, 
as Philippe Auclair, a U.K.-based jour- 
nalist who has followed 1xBet for years, 
describes it, has made cricket the focus 
of an extraordinarily aggressive market- 
ing campaign by the site. It has plastered 
its Indian brand name, 1XBat, across 
billboards, broadcasts and boundary 
hoardings nationwide. On 1XBat.com, 
Indian fans can find all manner of 
cricket content—with, of course, links 
that shuffle them over to 1xBet (never 
itself advertised in the country), where 
they can place their wagers. 

Soon after visiting Molipur, I reached 
Misha via Telegram—only he claims 
his name is not Misha; it’s Andrey (he 
declined to share a last name), and he 
says he’s a broadcast engineer for 1xBet 
in Yaroslavl, a city 170 miles northeast of 
Moscow. In fact, he told me when we first 
spoke, he was streaming an indoor cricket 
match right at that moment—and sent me 
screenshots of something that looked a 
lot like the games Davda described par- 
ticipating in while in Russia. 

Andrey directed me to the “live” sec- 
tion of 1xBet’s homepage. There were not 
only odds on mundane pastimes like table 
football and marble runs, but also a slew 
of strange team contests, streamed from 
spectatorless halls, featuring players with 
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little or no ability competing with the 
intensity of a suburban aquarobics class. 
Andrey isn’t sure how many matches are 
held each week, he told me, “but they 
seem to be playing around the clock.” 

Davda’s Molipur cricket league was 
not a one-off caper, it turns out. It was a 
single node in a network of at least doz- 
ens of Molipur-style scams worldwide. 

Soccer, hockey, basketball, handball 
and, of course, cricket feature in these 
dark corners. The investigative web- 
site Josimar, for which Auclair writes, 
has geolocated many to halls across 
the former Soviet Union. Гуе watched 
the “Banaras T10” league, the “Area 
Cricket League” and the “Akluj Rural 
Championship,” a showdown filmed at 
an Indian park, with the camera focused 
tightly on players in tattered polo shirts 
and using ancient equipment—a dollar- 
store version of Molipur’s IPL. Streaming 
one of its matches I noted six moments 
that were clearly fixed. 

Why target players to fix legitimate 
tournaments when you can simply cre- 
ate a tournament from scratch and fix 
it yourself? Investigative journalist 
Steve Menary told me he has heard con- 
versations about bets of $5 million being 
placed on such ghost events. “Regular 
betting sites don’t want to be ripped off,” 
he said. “Whereas 1xBet, they’re money 
laundering because the criminals own 
the bookmaker.” 

A 1xBet spokesperson told me over 
the phone that all games hosted on the 
site are fair. Asked how each game’s 
integrity is ensured, he replied, “This 
is internal information, how they’re 
being checked and how they’re being 
verified. I'm unable to provide you with 
this exact information." He declined to 
answer further questions and hung up. 

Soon afterward, I contacted an offi- 
cial at Russia's cricket association, who, 
fearful of reprisal, requested anonymity 
to discuss how difficult it's become to 
promote an honest version of the sport 


in his countrv. Не acknowledged that 
South Asian men are commonly trafficked 
into Russia to play in what he called, 
euphemistically, “hanky-panky” cricket 
leagues and said he suspects the practice 
exists more widely in Europe. The true 
scale of the problem remains unknown. 

To demonstrate the ease of creating 
such a hanky-panky league, the official 
directed me to a Russia-based fixer I will 
call Zaheer. Posing as a British busi- 
nessman looking to establish a fixed, 
indoor cricket league, I was informed 
there were two kinds: Moscow and 
Yaroslavl, the latter of which was not 
just the Russian city in which Misha 
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(or Andrey) said he was based, but also 
a shorthand for 1xBet’s fixed events. 
“Tf you want this kind of good, natural 
game, it will be one option,” he told me. 
“If you need like Yaroslavl . . . then it will 
be another option.” 

Getting players would be no problem, 
Zaheer added. “I am giving them visa— 
like a student,” he said. “They are not 
students, but I can enter them in some 
universities, and they can play.” 

But if such events may already 


launder millions of dollars, why build 
Shoeb Davda’s fake IPL? Why go to the 
trouble of the field and the crowd noise 
and the announcer and the lights? 


Davda wouldn’t tell me, nor would 
Andrey give me the names of his higher- 
ups—though he said they were three 
people “from the Yaroslavl branch of 
1xBet.” But the key seemed to be in that 
$150 billion Indian black market. Perhaps 
Molipur was an attempt not only to clean 
dirty money but also to attract the mil- 
lions of Indians who’ve gotten into bet- 
ting off the back of the real IPL? Cricket 
fans recognize the majority of 1xBet’s live 
events as “absolute crap,” Menary told 
me. Make something that looks enough 
like the real thing, he added, and some 
could be tempted to part with their cash. 

While at least one other league got off 
the ground in India, similar events have 
faltered—not least the one attempted in 
Meerut by Davda’s accomplice Chaudhary. 
It was Davda’s industriousness, therefore, 
that ensured his downfall. But the cops 
in Mehsana failed to call a single alleged 
conspirator outside India. The latest word 
from my translator, back in Gujarat, is 
that, according to a police source, the 
charges are likely to be dropped. 

For 1xBet and its Russian and Indian 
organizers, the whole affair appears likely 
to end as a wash: little gain but no known 
repercussions. The game was fixed, and it 
was the poor who got stung the hardest. 
The players in Molipur told me they’d 
never been paid, and most left the village 
when the scam went viral. Sanjay Thakur’s 
father gave him a beating. “I don’t want to 
play cricket anymore,” he told me. 

Davda fled Molipur for two months 
after the raid, turning down multiple 
requests for interviews and even a lucra- 
tive documentary deal—despite his 
financial plight. He has since returned 
and told me I was the first reporter he’d 
spoken to. “I never expected such a thing 
would happen to me,” he said softly. 0 
never visited a police station. This is a 
zero-crime village.” 

He still enjoys watching the IPL on 
TV, he told me—albeit less often than he 
once had. A pack of stray dogs howled 
in an alley a few yards away. Davda 
flinched. He’d barely clawed back any 
of his expenses, and the Russians never 
gave him the payout they’d promised. 

He told me he was the scam’s true 
victim. “I have the feeling I’ve been 
cheated,” he said. “Duped.” о 
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HE CHORUS never stops. Boxing is dving. 
Ө Boxing is dead. The sport, which historians 

believe dates back 2,700 vears, is too 
fragmented. Too violent. Too dated. Too doomed. 

Some of that mav be true, but there's also a problem 

with that argument. Boxing has never been close to 
dead. The reason: The sport's backbone is a method 
of content deliverv that—while confusing and often 
frustrating to consumers—prints monev. The pav-per- 
view model is why, from 2010 to '19, two of the top 
eight most highly compensated athletes in the world 
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were boxers. It's why no athlete, in any sport, banked 
more over that span than Floyd Mayweather Jr. And 
it's why boxing is hanging on despite stiff competition 
from MMA and pro wrestling. According to a 2022 
study by Insider, of the 57 best-selling PPVs in combat 
sports history to that point, 32 were boxing matches. In 
terms of revenue per minute, a blockbuster PPV fight 
may be the most lucrative event in sports. 
Take lightweight Gervonta Davis's knockout of 
Ryan Garcia in Las Vegas last April (left), one of the 
marquee events on this year's boxing calendar. The bout 
reportedly generated more than 1.2 million buys on 
Showtime PPV at as much as $84.99 a pop, creating at 
least $100 million in revenue. Where does it all go? 
According to Richard Schaefer, a veteran promoter 
who helped build the careers of Oscar De La Hoya 
and Mayweather, the cut that a PPV distributor takes 
has dropped in recent years: Once half or more, it's 
now usually in the neighborhood of 3096 to 3596. So 
that would put at least $65 million in the hands of 
Davis-Garcia fight promoters, who then would pay a 
distribution fee of 7.596 to 1096 to the broadcaster, in this 
case Showtime. That would leave around $60 million— 
plus revenue from things like ticket sales (reportedly 
more than $22 million) and sponsorships—to pay the 
fighters and their entourages and cover other expenses. 
Over the decades boxing has increased its domestic 
PPV tally from 11 events in the 1970s and '80s to 27 
in the '90s, 46 in the 2000s, 47 in the 105 and 23 
(already) this decade. Stephen Espinoza, president of 
Showtime Sports, argues that the model fits better 
now than it ever has. With the rise of cord-cutting, 
consumers are accustomed to a more à la carte approach 
to sports consumption, paying premiums for what they 
want while refusing to shell out for what they don't. And 
modern athletes, especially boxers, are more mindful 
than ever of monetizing their content. A PPV audience 
of, say, 500,000 is small by regular broadcast standards. 
But getting a niche, passionate audience to put down a 
credit card—sometimes paying more than they would 
for a month of cable—can generate big revenue quickly. 
The jury is still out on how the boxing PPV and 
streaming markets will coexist long term. “The sport," 
says Mark Taffet, former senior VP of HBO Sports and 
PPV, “is redefining itself.” But pay-per-view is still a 
powerful engine for a pastime that will not die. “It’s 
pay-per-view,” Schaefer says. “All of those records will 
eventually be broken.” 0 
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